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Chiefly drawn out of his owa|' 
FATEBES. [4 


(i) 


THE 


CHRISTIAN READER, 


T is well obſerved by the wiſe 
Man, Prov. XIV. 10. that the 
Heart knows its own Bitterneſs, and 
its own Fears, Cares, Deſires, Joys 8 
and Hopes and Expect at ions, that 
as there is Occaſion, it is natural and 
eaſie to ſpeak or write moſt feeling» 
ly concerning them : Theſe are thoſe 
Things of a Man, that no Man know- 
eth, ſave the Spirit of Man-which is 
in him, 1 Cor. II. 11. which is there- 
fore called the Candle of the Lord, 
which ſearcheth all the inward 
Parts of the Belly, i. e. of his own 
Heart, Prov. XX. 27. eſpecially. 
A 2 when 


good Man had done for his own Uſe, 


DJ 


(iv) 


when this Candle is lighted By the 
Word and Spirit of God; And when 


a Perſon makes it his Buſineſs to ac- 
compliſh a diligent Search doubtleſs 


he may arrive at a certain Knowledge # 
of his on State and Condition, with 
reference to God, and his Salvation: % 
By ebſerving the Complexicn of his 


own Scul from Time to Time, and look- 


ing himſelf in the Glaſs of God's 
Law, he may come to know what man- 


ner of Man he is. 

The World ſees our Ways and A- 
tions, and is apt to be either ſevere 
exough on the one Hand, or favour- 
able encugh on the other Hand, in 
their Remarks ufon them: But as to 
this, which is the moſt hidden, and 
yet moſt excellent Part of Map, t be 
Thoughts, the Deſigns, the various 
Workivgs of the Heart, and the ſe- 
cret and ſolemn Tranſactions between 
God and it; here a Man is beſt able 
to draw his' own Picture, which this 


in 


when 
0 ac» | 
bers) what manner of Man he was. 


teſs 


edge 
with 


10. 


his | 


look- 
od's 


all 


(+3 

* the Mauuſcripts he hath left behind 
bim, that he might know (but not 
vit h any Deſign to make known to o- 


What he bad done more at large, 


is Friend hath in this Extract done 
„Miniature, and taken the Liberty 


s ſbew it to the World: This we 
Vid done by ſome, who, for their E- 


inency in Gifts, and Learning, and 


tation, have made a much greater 
igure in the Church, and in the 
orld; and it hath met with good 
Acceptance, and been of uſe for the 
VAſiſting, quickning, and warning of 
others. And we are not without 
NMaopes, that this may have the lite 
o Effects, that it will not be de- 

pifed, but be the more acceptable to 
Wome, for its Plainneſs and Simplici- 
ty, as proceeding from an honeſt Far- 
er, who was a good Fiusband of his 
ime, and was inſtructed, by the Grace 
f God, how to cultruate his Sonl, as 
el as his Ground, and ſuffer neither 


to 


fents kim to be a better Man, than it 


(vi) 
to be overgrown with Briers and 
Thorns: Theſe Thoughts, Expreſſons, * 
Prayers, and Self-refleFions, may 


ſuit the Caſe of many others, as wel | 


as his; the Tradeſmen, the Farmers, Þ 
thoſe that are in a publick Poſt; the ih 
aged and infirm, may here meet with ® 
Inſtruition, and ſpecially it may be 
of Tſe to work in us ſuch a Senſe of Þ 
Death and Eternity as be had, and, 
a I think, i not common. 3 

1 know it will be a Surprixe to ma- 
xy of his Friends; becauſe it repre- 


may be, they took him to be, thi, I} 
hope, not a better Man than, by the 
Grace of God, he realy was; They) 


faw his Ourſide, this ſhews them hi 


Infide ; they ſaw ſome of his. Fail. 


ings, and remember ſome of his groſs? 


Sins; here they may ſee, what Bit. 
terneſs they were to him in the Refle- 
Gion. And I cannot but expect, that! 
all good Men that loved bim, will re 


joice and glorify God in bim, for tht 
| Gract | 


( vii ) 
race given unto him, whereby he 


s and" 
Was vickorious over thoſe fooliſh and 


44 


9 
, may part ſul Luſis, to which too many (the 
as web nore is the Pity) ſtill continue in 
Ir mers, 1 22 ondage. N 
ſt, the ¶ The Caſe minds me of the Apoſile's 
t with? Remarks on Mens Sins and good 


may be ort,, 1 Tim. V. 24, 25. Some 
Senſe of ¶Alens Sins are open before band, &c. 
, and, that their Sins are ſome way open, or 
bey need not come under Cenſure ; and 
to ma- ¶ their good Works muſt be ſome way 
repre-f manifeſt, or they can have no Right 
than it $ 0 Abſolution: Of which the Learned 
tho, I Dr. Hammond underſtands the Text; 
by the then by good Works underſtand ſuch 
They as are the genuine Fruits of an un- 
m bi J fcizned Faith, and ſound Repentance ; 
Fail. for God pardoneth and abſolveth ſuch, 
. oſs and only ſuch as truly repent, and un- 
it Bit ¶ eigne dly believe his holy Goſpel. 
 Refle'li But then, as to thoſe his Friends 
', chat and Acquaintance, that have gone a 
vill re. great Lergth with him in Sin, but 


for till yet are not conſcious to themſelves of 
Grach uch 


be with you, Amen. 


4 (vii) 

ſuch Reflextons on themſelves, as they i 
Ind in theſe Papers; It dath not become | 
me to threaten or judge, but I would 
with the tendereſt Compaſſion, wars 
aud exhort them, that they would 
bethink themſelves, as they are read. 
ing the following Lines; and aſſure i 
themſelves, that there is an eternal 
Difference between Good and Evil, 
how induſtrious ſoever ſome may be, 
to confound the Ideas of them; ar 
that when they come to die, and en- 
ter on their eternal State, they muſt i 
expect no true Peace on any other | 
Terms, than thoſe, on which we truſt, i 
this good Man had both Hope and 
Peace; and on theſe Terms, Peace | 


Lieutenant R. Illides 


er | a ein lt 
oth E was born in _ in the Pariſle 
truſt, of Wibunbury in Cheſhire ; his Father 
p and was of Cherlton ; his Grandmorher 
Peace was of the Pools of lads his 
Grandfather, his Father, and himſelf had 


- 
each four Sons and no Daughter, His Mo- 
her was Cecilia, Daughter ro Mr. Cheſnic of 
Mickley in Wrenbury Pariſh, who, beſides four 
5ons, had ſeven Daughters that were all mar- 
ied, had Children, and dy'd Widows. 

H by — once — him for — 
ry, ving a ver apacity for Learn- 
ng; but notther kh Fathers Abilities, nor 
is own Inclination would permit it. Hows 
ver he made good Proficiency in School- 
-ATIUnNg. 


* Whey 


1 
4 


HE 


(2) 
hen he was about 15 Years of Age, be. 
ing a younger Brother, he was put Appren- | 
tice to a Shoemaker in Nantwich, whom he © 
ſerv'd faithfully ; and it was aComfort to him 
in the Reflection long after that he did ſo. © 
hen he was out of his Time, he went about 

to divers Cities and Towns, to improve himſelf *' 
in his Trade. At laſt he came to London, where 
he ſtaid about a Year; and it was a Satiſ- 
faction to him in his old Age, to be able to 
ſay, that in all that time he did not remember, 
that he had negletted thevreligious Obſer- 
vation of one Sabbath; and that he did not 
keep ill Company, or haupt ill Houſes, but 
delighted in the manly Exerciſes of Wreſt- : 
Jing, Leaping, Cc. He was at London at the 
Time of the Return of King Charles II. And 
the Spring following came down to Nant- Þ 
wich, maried Mary the Daughter of Richards 
Price, and Widow of William Minſbul, and 
ſet up his Trade, which he followed 17 
Years. * | * 5 
But his Genius led him more to that an- 
cient, innocent, and honourable Employj- 
ment of Husbandry, which, he ſaich, was 
his chief worldly delight; and therefore 
when he was about 40 Vears of Age, he tuuak 
a Rack Leaſe of a Farm near Naxrwich, on 
which his Father and Mother liavd and 
dy d. It was look d upon by ſome of his 
Friends as a hard Bargain. But, by the Bleſ. 
ſing of God upon his great Ingenuity and 
Induſtry in improving the Land, he liv'd 
very comfortably upon at for 30 Years, 1. 
icing with Iſacbhar in his Tents. In the firſt | 
Yer of hi: Removal into the Country, 1. 


ich, on 
„d and 
of his 


he Blei. 
ity and 


* liv'd * 
ars, T7 


the firſt 2 


„ he 
% 


1 
̃ cds - 
m—_— 


ticularly 


23 


loſt vex copliderably by e * 
ſaid, his Facher on 15 Ueath-he 

much good Counſel ta keep the 
be obedient to his Mother and Maſter, 
not to take Tabac, (he himſelf ha aving found 
great Iaconveniencies by it) which he ha 
carefully obſerv'd ; and (ſaid he) if he h 
given me the ſame c arge againſt Suretiſbip 
which Father bad. given him, it might 
perhaps have preve loſs, 

His Father and Mother were xeligious, and 
brought him up in the Fear of God. He 
relates in ſome S-ithat when be 
was about 10 or t1 1 of Age, there was 
Naxaichi Church, upon 
rought,. where his Fa- 
Pin .. divers Mini- 
ſters 3 0 au Bray but he was par- 

affected with a, Sermon of Mr. 
Burgpal s of Aden, 112 Was —7 fi- 
lenc'd 105 the 15 open- 
ng. t be Evil of Man's M | b&. 
995 a of By 17 80 many; Tears from his 


Eyes. He had a „ Mr. Barg- 
hed Bube, ay nes. if a 


a ſolemn Faſt kept i 
ccaſion of 2 _ 
her and the Fa 


in Peace, 

hich, Arb Ba „ ba Aber Peach 
After t i: f-to ſecret 
r. and r bop. — ks, and took 
10 ure 2 = the Word, to wad he 


0 A. continued an 


ler 15 to bis Death : Ar the laſt My. 
ſer w d, dere Was  oply himſelf and 
dne more left allve, t nine Score 


at Were in v. he came iu He was of 
2 


+ + 
a lively, active · Temper, very bold, arid 
would turn his Back on no Man, but not 
abuſive or quarrelſome; he lov'd the Sol. 
diers, and they lov'd him; he took great 
Pleafure in military Affairs, and had ood 
Judgment'in'them, which recommended him 
to the Eſteem of- his Superior Officers, who 
lov'd him. 0 1 th 4 
But this prov'd a great Snare to him; for tho' * 


he fell not into that Heigit of  Profanenels 2 


that many do, yet he left off to watch and 
be ſober, and for many Years lived a vain and 
tareleſs Life often ſitting up till Midnight and 
Morning, drinking and' miſ-ſpending his 
Time and Money; excuſing it to himſelf, 
that this was the way to oblige the Gentle- 
men, and get an Intereſt in them, for the 


promoting of his Trade, having but little 1 
to begin the World with! His Reflections 


upon this long after are: Happy, thrice 
„Happy are they, Who not only femember 


E their Creator in their Vouth, but continue 


1 to do ſo from their Youth up; Which | 
* humbly confeſs, to my Sorrow and Shame, 


that my Converſation hath been looſe and 
extravagant; I often ventur'd wickedly 
upon Sin, againſt Knowledge and Conſti- 
*.ence,: and quenched- the Spirit, and neg- 
* leRted the Day of Viſitation. Bur this, 


* can truly ſay, it was always with Regret 4 
and Reluctaney; I have been a great Sin- 
ner, but through Grace, a penitent Sia» 


« ner; both my own Sins, and the Sins of 
others, were a Grief and Trouble to me. 


The chief Thing that induced him to 
leave off his Trade, and retire ine the 
; Ou ; : i 


„ and Country, was, becauſe he was weary of this 
ut not iu courſe of Life, and deſirous to break off 
e Sol. from that Company which he found, to be 
 Breat 2 Snare to him; aud he, found the Benefit of 
ood Fit, and walk'd much more circumſpectly af- 
2d MM terwards, and kept a more ſtrict Watch up- 
„ Who on himſeif. Such x Day, faith ** J un- 
4.» of © happily fell into ill Company, and, con- 
r tho 1 — my Inclinations, Deſigns, and 
anenels * Reſolutions, was overcome by their En- 
ch and * ticements to drink to Exceſs A Sin 1 
in and have been often guilty. cf, and have cauſe 
gbr and to repent of all my Life long: I have of 
ng bis ** © late Years ſet my ſelf much againſt it, 
umſelf, and not without Succeſs through Mercy. 
Gentle- He ſet down what were the Prayers 
for the which, with many Tears, he offer'd up to 
at little 23 Cod on this fad Occaſion. Good Lord, in 
lections oY « Mercy,. give me Strength and Power to 
thrice "IF « overcome this, and all the Enemies of my 
nemver Y « Salvation; and hereafter to reſiſt all ſuc] 
onrinue wicked and evil Temptations, both from 
yhich 'l f Nen and Devils. Lord, Thou art merci- 
Shame, ( ful to all true Penitents, but a conſuming 
ole and = Fire towards obſtinate Sinners; In tender 
ickedly "ff « Mercy, look down upon me thy poor 
Conſti- 8 © uaworthy, ſinful Creature, even one © 
nd neg. © the vort of thy Creation, becauſe I have 
: this, 1 IF © known thy Will, but have not done it: 
' Regret Now, © Lord, if Thou ſhouldeſt be ſevere 
eat Lin- and ſtrict with me, I were undone to all 
nt Sin. Eternity; ſtrike this Rock, O Lord, that 
Sins of i © the Waters may guſh out, even Flouds of 
e me. , Tears. O purge me with Hyſſop, and I 
him to 4 


intd the 
Coun | 


Chriſt, and I ſhall be whitet than Snow. 


(KI 


" ſhall be clean; waſh mc in the Blood of 


* «= 


He 


"+6 the n 
„ . 
8 


„ 


(6) 
He faid to one that was no Company-keeper; Wl 
* I wh I hid done as you have dope, 1: 
J wete ro live my Life over again, I 
uould never keep Company with thoſe 
that are Piven, to drinking. — Being once 
at a Feaſt where full Glaſſes were preſs d. his 
Pariſh Miniſter, Mr. Jenks being preſent, ” 
— him aſide, and beg'd of him not to 
umour fuch Sots, to his own Damage and 
Dadger: this good Caution confirm'd his 
eſolution, and made him more afraid than 
ever of ſuch Company; and through che 
Grace of God, by degrees, he got a Vigo 
over Lemptations to this Sin. — 
Let Drunkards that make a Mock at this 8 
Sin, read this and tretnbfe ; for it will cer- 
tainly be Bitrerneſs in the latter End, how Ii 
light ſoever they make of it, taking a Ple« 8 
fure, and taking a Pride in making them- 
ſelves and others drunk, and turning it off 
with a Jeſt. Let them know, that they muſt 
either weep for it, and bewail it with 
godly Sorrow, and by a holy Violence ud 
with themſelves, muſt break off from it, and 
become ſober, as this good Man did, or paey 4 
muſt drink of the Cup of the Lord's Wrath, © 
which is pour'd out without Mixture, 92 4 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, where there is 
weeping,and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, 
and not a Drop of Water allow'd ro cool i 
the Tongue. For whatever they ſay, the 
SGod of Truth hath ſaid, B 
1 Cor. VI. 10. Druikatas ſhall not inherit thu 
| .* Kingdom if God; "They thall 
Deut. XXIN, not haue Race, who go on 1 
. a Druniketindſs to Wirf. The 


V ine 


1 * 

I a 3 "yy 

_-— 
* — 

1 

3 


1 


4 cov. XXIII. Wine that gives its Colour in 


eeper; WM 

ye; 1 131,33. the Cup, at the laſt bites like 
oath, 1 a. Serpent. 

| thoſe And let not thoſe who are unhappily en- 
g once Wengled-in Temptations to this Sin, deſpair 
Fd, his f getting a Victory over it, through the 
refent, | race of God, which all not be wanting 


thoſe that deſire it, and pray for it, as this 


Tot to 
e and ood Man did, and are careful and faithful 
ed his n che ule of proper means, for the improv- 
id than Mug of that Grace. Thoſe that are acceptable 
gh Fo their Company, as he was; and upon 
iQory of hat Account, are courted and reſpected in 
company, have need to double their Guard, 
at this eſt under Pretence of abliging their Friends, 
Il cer. nd entertaining them, and improving them- 
how lelves and others by Converſation, they wrong 


gd ruin their own Souls. 
them. And let thoſe who are out of the way of 


it off Temptations of this kind, keep themſelves 
/ muſt ſo, and bleſs God, that they are ſo happy 
with as to be Strangers to this Sin, and hope the 
» us'd beſt concerning others whom they ſee en- 
t, and tangled in it, that they repent in ſecret of 
they their Folly, and that they may yet, through 
hath he Help of divine Grace, recover themſelves 
joa out of this Snare of the Devil, in which ſo 
Sie is many are led, and held captive by him. 
"eeth, | When he had attain'd ro the Age of 57, 
cool WF # which Age, both his Father and Mot 
„the dy d, that Conſideration with ſome others, 
ſuid, wakened him to a ſerious Concern about his 
* thy Lreat Change, and his everlaſting State, and 
hall B conſequently to a cloſer Application to the 
on © 8 Pulineſs of Religion; then he began to be more 


The ; diligent and ſerious than before, in Prayer, 
Wind B 4 Reading, 


Hopes of Salvation. He alſo hoped it might 


(8) 
Reading, and other devout Exerciſes ; It wa 
then about the Year 1694, that he ſet him. 
ſelf to write down his Reflections and Ob. 
ſervations = himſelf, his Meditations and 
pious Breathings towards God, Mgmoran- 
dums of the Sermons he heard, arid very 
large Collections out of the Scripture, and 
other good Books he read, with ſome Ac. 
count of remarkable Providences. This RX 
Practice he continued from that T ime to his 
Death, which was about 15 Years; and haz 
left behind him Seven Books, Three Qua- 
to's, and Four Octavo's fairly written, which 
Mew him to be a Man, whoſe Heart was 
very much upon another World, and who 
made it his great Care to prepare for that 


orld. 

The Reaſons he gn for employing hin- 
ſelf thus are, becauſe he had made it his chief 
End to honour the great God of Heaven and 
Earth; and his chief Buſinefs to endeavour "i 
the Salvation of his own precious and im- 
mortal Soul; becauſe he would often me- 
ditate on Death, that he might prepare for 
his great Change; becauſe he would thus 
employ his vacant Hours, that he might 3 
keep from Idleneſs, and keep out of idle 
y. He hoped likewiſe, that this 
Practice would increaſe his Knowledge, i 
Krengthen his Faith, and give him more 


be beneficial to his Grand-children, whom 
he deſired to take the ſame Method. Z 
Much of what he wrote, being tran- 8 
ſerib'd out of the Bible and other good 
Books, which might be thought 22 3 
ince 


CPE 


ew; hace the Paſſages might be: e ig. 
- him. cir proper Places, he thu etch for it; 
1 Oh. bat * tranſcrib'd thoſe Thihgs which he 
ns and s himſelf moſt affected with 4 and! which 
\oran. Ihen they were collected and put together, 


Would be the more ready for his Uſe and 


| ver 

, 1 editation; that the writing of them over, 

de Ac. ould better ſettle them, and fix them in 
s Memory; that both the writing and 


This 885 / 
to his Wading of them, was pleaſant and delighful 
1d has i him: and that the Time he employed 
Quar- rein, would, if not thus ſpent, in all 
which Probability, be worſe ſpent. wilh others 
t waz ould be prevail'd with, to uſe the ſame 
1 who rpedient for the ſame good Purpoſes. 


r that The Motto he wrote on his Books was, 

% is the Way to Proſperity bath now and here- 
; him. . And thus he writes, + Should I fill 
chief my Head with good Thoughts, and this 
n and Book with good Sayings, and Sentences; 
avour 2 yet unleſs my Heart be flld with Sin- 
d im. -& crity and holy Zeal, it is all as nothing. 


hen he ſtay'd at Home on the Lord's Day 


re for the Afternoons, which he often did, while 
thus We 1d in the Country, that his whole Fa- 
might iy might go to Church, be ſpent his 
* 1dle 2 in this pious and profitable Exer- 
this 13 18 f 6 
edge, And we ſhall now have little more to fay 
more | him, but what ſhall be gather'd out of 
night lis own Papers, and delivered in his-own ' 
hom ords, which, it is hoped, may be re- 


= ::ded by fome that had a Kindneſs for 

in, and may make good Impreſſions upon 
good 1 hem, which may, abide. We ſhall only 

ran ſome Paſſages out of many of the 

Bs ſame- © 


( 10 ) * 
fame Purport; and for more Clearnefs, -re- 
dure them to proper Heads. * 114 "40 7 75 JH 
4 5 (L313 iet. EN | 


I. His deep Compern about his Soul and £- 
ternfty; His Soul was his Darling, for thus 4 
he ines: Wh $ | 
o 'my Soul, my precious Soul, ſhall 1 
* hazard rhee for the Good that is in 
* the World? Surely chere is an immortal 
Spirit dwelling in chis fleſnly Tabernaele, 
„ot more Value than all eaghly Thing, 
e for it muſt live to all Eternity, either ig, 
* gliſs or Wo. This never-dying Soul! 
« value above all things here below; chere 
« 35 — Folly or Magnefs br che 4 

b 


5 
* 
— 


% this World, than over-caring tor che B3o— 
* oy, and 2 the immorta} Bon: 
„% The Body hath no Aſſurance of Lie 
one Moment; nor of that Droſs and Dung 
* xvhich moſt Men ſo inordinately covet, 
which is tranſitory and fading, and not to. 
* te compar'd with our eternal Concern. 
Even Heathens by the Light of Nature, 
© id ſer a great Value upon the Soul of i 
Man; and ſhall not I chen, who own my i 
« ſelf to be a Chriſtian, have the, Light f 
E the Goſpel, andthe Knowledge of Chriſt, 
© and many other Benefits which tend te 
*.the Advantage of my Soul; thall- nor I 
above all Things prize and take care of 
my immortal Soul? Sad and -miſerable s 
© their Condition, who negle& their own 
* Souls, as the Generality of Men do. 0 
my Soul, let it be thy chief and contiaual 7 
Care to feek and ſecure Heaven. Y 


- 
. 
$ 


(rr ) 

„1 - 4s he was walking nbd YE and look- 
Ming on his Improvements, he ſaid to a 
gend that was with him, All proſpers if the 

md © Wo! proſper. The moſt precious and valu- 

r this able Thing, that T am concern'd for in this 
i World, is my immortal, never-dying Soul; 

ball 1 * which muſt fare in the next World accor- 

t is in ding as I behave my ſelf in this. Ol it 

nortel is Reſt for m 28 and immortal 

aele, Soul, which I deſire and aim at above all 
hi = Things whatſoever. He w d at thoſe 
ho yu their precious Time, ſo contra- 
to Keaſon and their own intereſt, when 
eir immortal Souls lie at Stake, and are 


tis in Danger to be loft to all Eternity. All 
ke Bo- my Concerns here below (ſaith: he) will 
bowl: ſhortly end in Death, and therefore tis 
f Life my Soul, that I fer ſo high a Value upon, 
1 Dung as the moſt precious Jewel in the World, 
covet, bought with the precious Blood of the 
not to Son of God. | 
oncern. He writes this Saying of Mr. Mede's, © O 
Nature, take heed thou art not fund overvaluing o- 
Soul of ther Things, and undervaluin thy precious. 
WA my Soul; ſhall thy Fleſh, 4 wy eaſt, be 
Light of beloved, and thy Soul fiiphred 7 as if a 
f Chriſt, hf Man thould feed his Dog, and ftarve his 
tend ro (Child. qt 
U not! In a Letter to his Friend, who was con- 
care of mn d for his ſpiritual State, there are theſe 


erable is 
1647 own 
do. 0 
ontiaval ÞY 


flages: “ have read over and over you 
good Advice and feafpnable 1 
take them very kindly, nd give you 
great Thanks, and do bleſs Cod, and ſhall 
do upon my Knees, that an; a ſo muh 
of my immortal Soul may welk 


As) * rake 


(12 ) 7 
take it as a Meſſage from God, whoſe il 
« Affiſtance I humbly beg in the Perfor. 
* mance thereof, with your continued Pray. | 
ers on my Behalf, againſt all the Enemies 
« of my Salvation, With God's Aſſi ſtunce, 
* I ſhall endeavour to obſerve and keep your 
* Inſtructions, which are both neceſſary and 
* pious; your Reproofs ſharp, but juſt and 
« real; ſhould I go about to vindicate my 
« paſt Courſe of Life, it is vain; had I done 
« any Thing that were well, I am but n 
« unprofitable Servant, bur ſhall daily beg 
% for Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
1 defire Two Things of you, 1ff, A fle- 
| © quent Part in your Prayers. 24%, When 
« you ſee or hear of any Thing amiſs in my 
„ Converſation, that you would report 
«. me ſharply, I ſhall take it kindly. So be 38 
Writes, tho' to an inferiour, ; «144 -; mY 
Decy. 16. 1690. | 4 


TI. His Exerciſe and Expreſſions of Repen- 1 
tance. 2 
It is my Heart's Deſire (ſaith he) to re.. 
4 pent of all my Sins. And I humbly and 
* earneſtly beg of God, that he would here- 
* in aſſiſt me with his holy Spirit. IB 
* with Sorrow and Shame, that I call to 
„ mind my Sins, the Sins of my whole Life, 8 
% humbly confeſſing them to Almighty 3 
„ God. Lord, I repent, help my Repent. 
* ane, and make it ſincere ; Lord, I repent, 
« accept my Repentance through my bleſ. 
® ſed Saviour; in whoſe Merits is my only 
* Hope of Salvation. Lord, I repent, in- 
* greaſe my Repentance, that I may 1 7 4 


. 


* 


. 


for my Sins all my Days. Lord, I heartil 
E ton for them, and ſtedfaſtly pürpoſe, "i 
Pray. thy Grace, to lead a new Life. O ſeal my 


nemies Pardon in the Blood of my Saviour, whom 
ſtEnce, I ſtedfaſtly believe in. Lord, accept 
p your Sighs for Tears; O that I could weep a 
ry and Floud of Tears for my Sins! O wicked 
uit and Wretch that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
te my from this Body of Sin and Death? I de. 
I done ſire ro continue my Repentance to my 
but an laſt Moment, and to die repenting. N 
ly beg He writes many Paſſages out of the Books 
Life, We read concerning Repentance: As thus: 
A fre True Repentance is a Change of the whole 
When Man, the Judgment, Will, Affrctions, 
in my Converſation; it turns a Man not only 
eprove from this or that particular Sin, but from 
So te Tall Sin: He whoſe Mind and Deſires was 


before to fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh, and 
do proſper in the World, and to enjoy 
the Pleaſures of it, now ſtrive as hard to 
= kill thoſe Deſires; takes the World for 
Vanity and Vexation, and turns it out 


to te- of his Hicart, No Sin is rightly kill, 
bly and till the Love of every Sin is kill'd. True 
d her- Repentance is turning to God, and ſet- 
i Th ' ting our Hearts and Hopes on. Heaven; 
call to ſo that we now love Holineſs, and ſeek 
le Life, 8 God's Kingdom above all Things in this: 
mighty C World. To ſay we repent, and not to 
R epent- , reform; to be forry for Sin to Day, and 
repent, x retyrn to it to Morrow, is but counterfeit 
y bleſ-8 © Repentance. 5 wor 
iy only Many Confeſſions and Lamentations of 


nt, in- Sin we find in his Papers, with Petitions 
N 20 


mourn for Mercy; ſuch as theſe. 


o 


f 


* 
5 
* 


"> © $3 
OS O God, when I call to mind- the Sins I 
*© of my Mouth, the many and great Offences, Þ 
which T ungratefufly committed againſt 


Thee my God; and when T conſider 17 9 | 
*© preſent State, how ſubje& I am ro Fail. 
Dings and Infirmities, and how #pr I am 


„to come ſhort of my good Defigns and 
* Refolutions, I am almoſt ready to * * 
„ fpair, and am full of | 

„but when J call to mind thy Goodneſs and 
Mercy, and the Sufferings of my bleſ. 


Doubts and Fears; 


„ed Redeemer for me, I conceive ſome 8 


* Hopes. : © | 243 
Lord, I am a ſinful unworthy Creature, 
* that have made no ſuitable Returns for i 
the great and many Mercies I have fe- 
© ceived from Thee all the Days of my 
Life. Thou mighteſt juſtly have cut me 
off, and rhrowh me into utter Darkneſs 
„long ago; but, good Lord, pardon my) 
Sins, and be reconciled to me, through the 
* Merits of my bleſſed Saviour. I have tho 
much pamper'd this periſhing Body, and 
Have taken too much = in the Va- 
« nities of this ſinful World, lit ele regarg- 


„ing the Shortneſs and Uncertainty f 


„my Life, and the Greatneſs of that Ac- 
© count I have ſhortly to make. My good 
«. Deſires, Endeavours and Reſolutions are 


« often fruſtrated and diſappointed, Tem- 


« ptations overcome me; theſe are my daily 
« Grief: There is nothing in this World 
* that xroubles me more than Sin; good 
© Lord, remedy and amend all that is amiſs 
in me, for Jeſus' ſake. N 


5 


( 15) | 
| =—_ - 0 Soul, ſeek 1 the Lord, hum 


gainf without which I can do nothing. Lord, 1 
A7 WS -cepent, and am aſhamed when I look back 
Fail. and conſider, how vile and wicked aCreeture 
Lam have been, the many and great Sins I have 
** 6 committed, none of which are hid from 

XX thine All-ſceing Eye; my Sins of Omiſſion 


end Commiſſion, of Weakneſs and Wilfol- 


eats ; . | AP be; +. 

nd neſs; many in Number, heinous in Nature; 
plel. Be merciful to me, O God, be mercifu} 

ſome to me thy poor ſinful Servant, who am 
| not worthy to breath in thine Air, or t 

ture, 15 thy holy Name into my polluted 

| 8. 
«| Or 1 melt into Tears, as I ſhould 


F my FF for my Sins; but when I conſider, what 
me my dear Saviour ſuffered for my Sake, 
neſs, “ find my Mind greatly troubled, and the 
my 8 Hardneſs of my Heart is my Grief, where 
h the ! muſt I ſeck for Succour, but from Thee, 


e tbo my God, O help me, and deliver me for 

and T chy Mercies ſake. Thou art the only 
'Va AW Phyſician that carft heal all Maſadies, 
ard- . © heal this hard diftrated Heart ef mine, 
/ or compoſe it, mollify it, make it ſuch as 


Ac. 30 © Thou wouldeſt have it for Chriſt's ſake: 
0d have known the Will ot my — 


"are Father, but have not done it; therefore 
"em- deſerve to be beaten with many Stripes. + 
aily let me with Regret and Sorrow look bac 
orld upon a looſe ill ſpent Life, which I mult 
ood ll: be attlicted in Soul for now, and muſt a- 
miſs mend, or fuffer for to Eternity. O let mg 


* cry out with the Jaylor; art H t ao fo 
| == « be [aud !. 
«<0 When 


| TW 3 
When I look back and conſider the Num. 
ber and Greatneſs of my Sins, I cannot but 
* admire the Mercy of God in ſparing me 
* ſo long: O how often have I provoked: his 
i great Majeſty. to be angry. with me, til 


* 


e had deſtroyed me, and caſt me into 
1 * Hell; but he hath ſpared me, becauſe his 
| Mercy and Compaſi:ons never fail ;. ever 
ö bleſſed, praiſed, glorified, and magnified be 1 

* thy, great and holy Name. 
Lord, give me hearty Sorrow for all my 


* 
a n 


© Offences, and grant that I may never be iſ 
iat Peace with my ſelf, till 1am at Peace 7 
4 2A 


| with thee. . „ * 6 7 4 
0 ©1 find a Law, that when I would do 
Good, Evil is preſent with me; when I 
addreſs, my ſelf to any 17 or he- 
venly Employment, when I deſign to draw 
nigh. to God, and promiſe my ſelf Con- 
fort in Communicn with him, then is 1 

Evil preſent. Could I but enjoy a Freedom 

| from it in the Seaſon of my Duty, and the 
9 © Time of my Communion with God, what 
= * a, Comfort woulu it be! But then am! 
* maleſted with Wandrings and  Diſtracii- 8 
ons, then. is din moſt buſie. O this is my 
p FEAT Miſery and Burthen. Good Lord; A 
help me out of theſe Troubles. 
l jo Things lie very heavy upon me 

* at this preſent, and greatly trouble me 
© Ingratitude under great Mercies, agd Im- 
* penitence . under great Sins; Lord, hel? 
q me under theſe great Straights. 3 
I ſtrive againſt Sin, but am often over: il 

come; fight, kut am often foil'd ; Lord, — 4 


R * a « 


— 8 — r 


(17) 
Num. UH an me in my ſpiritual Warfare, and make 
ot but me a Conquerour. 


8; fc Ihe longer I live, the more ſenſible I 
d dis um of — Own Frailties and Infirmities, 
t, ti! . Hardneſs of Heart, Diſtraction in Duty, 
e % want of Zeal in the Service of God; the 


ſe his are my Grievances ; the Spir/r willing, but 


cer the Fleſh weak. O wretched Man that 1 am 
ied be 13 My 85 15 ever before me. But I am reſolv'd; 
„ry the Help of God, it ſhall have no 
11 my Reſt cr Quiet in my Heart; I will con- 
er be cinve to fight againſt Sin and Satan, and 
Peace all the Enemies of my Salvation; and tho 
15 like the Sons of Zerulab, they are too hard for 
ald do ne; yet I will daily beg and pray for thy 
hen! Help, O Lord, and the Aſſiſtance of thy 


r hea- holy Spirit againſt them, without which, 
draw I can do nothing that is good. 

une Iniquites are gone over my Head, #54 
en; is ll kcavy Burden, they are tas heavy for me : but 


eedom vi declare mine Iniquity, I will be ſorry for 
nd the Sin. | 


am | NI. His particular Striving agoinſt the Sin 
ſtracti- "oP Paſſion, and Haſtineſs of Spirit. TH, 
is my © Lord, Thou knoweſt my Frame (ſaith 
Lord, 8) * 1 humbly confeſs to my Shame and 
rief, that I have been paſſionate, and im- 
Dn me patient; tis a Miſery A 4. has too much 


me; attended me in the whole Courſe of my 
2d Im- Lite; The Lord in Mercy pardon me, and 
„ he!p change my corrupt vile Nature; Lord, 
gie me Patience and Meekneſs, and a 

1 over- humble Spirit, that I may bear with Sub- 
rd, a!- miſſion all the Afflictions that come from 
* KB T hee, 


Thee, my God, and all rhe Diſturbance? 
* and Injuries that ate cffer'd me by Mer. 
—— Through the Grace cf God, he go 
very much the Maſtery of this Corruption ll 


(13) 3 


» 
A 
0 5 
Y 
* 
1 


towards his latter End. 3 
I bleſs the Lord (ſaith he) I do ub. 
lies in me to live at Peace with all Mea 
Jam willing to bear many Wrongs, and 
freely forgive all Men that have done ne 
Wrong, and were I ſarisſied, that I ha 
wrong d any Man, Iwould freely make Ne. 
ſtitution. I with Harm to no Man, if any do F: | 
to me, I pray Ged forgive them, for 1% 
freely do, as I defire to be forgrven my 
ſelf. I confefs through Paſſion, I may jr 
with a Neighbour, but I dare not bes 
Malice, or harbour Revenge in my Hearty, 
againſt any Man living, nor ever had one 
Suit or Trial with any Man in any Court, 
in all my Life. 8 |; | 1 
I have read {ſaith he) of a good Man, iſ 
who, when one wonder'd at his exceeding 
great Patience in bearing Injuries, an 
ſwered, when my Heart is ready to ril 
againſt thoſe that have done me Wrong, 
I preſently begin to think cf the Tndign- 
ries and Injuries that were done to om 9 
which he bore patiently for me; If my 
own Servant ſhould pluck my Bread, ot 


r 


c 
c 
4 
4 
c 
c 
„ 
c 
c 
4 


mite me on the Face, yet this were no. 
, Thing to what my Saviour ſuffered ; and f 
I never leave off thinking on this, till my i 
Who am |, 


He 


Mind is ſtik and quiet 
* that I Mould not be croffed ? 


- 2 


2 ( 19 ) 


ne found great Advantage afainft this 


arbance; b $ antage 
b n, by the frequent receiving of the Lord's- 
* # per; for (faith he) When I meer with 


ruptim li /rongs and Abuſes, Aﬀeronrs and Injuries, 
hey diſturb and vex my Mind, and often 
o wh ut mc into a Paſſion; and then in haſt, 
"07 rlireaten to go to Law; but I preſently 
conſider that I am © Chriſtian, that I was 
lately at the Lord's Table, and muſt appear 
- I kia ere again 'ere long, if not prevented by 
icknels or Death, and how dare I then 
harbour Malice and Revenge? Then I ſoon 
Malter my Mind, for my great Creator hath 
aid, Vngcance it mite, and my bleſſed Sæ 
viour hath ſtrictly charged us 70 love our E- 
mier, and bleſs them that curſe us. 


l. His Dowbts and Fear: 2 & ſpiritual 
"I ate, with his-good Hopes and Reſolutions. 

Cour, When I Lat = State of my Soul, 
ich he) * Doubts and Fears ariſe, eſpecial» 
coding il Y when I recolle& the Number and 
1 h IF Greatneſs of my Sins, and obſerve the pre- 
to zie bent Hardneſs of my Heart, and Dryneſs of 
Vr my Eyes, I am ſubje& to a wandring Fancy 
0 and Diſtractions in Duty, God ſeems to 
Chr l „ frown and to wirhdraw himſelf from me; 

enn dis Sin that is the anly Caufe of this m 
8 prclcar Miſery ; but when I think of God's 
a> Mercies and Chriſt's Merits, and the com- 

cable Promiſes of the Goſpel, my Ho 
wives. Lord, my Sins are great, but thy 
an 1 Mercies are. greater; therefore I will never 
acer if I periſh, it ſhall be at thy Feet. 
=, 0 Lord, de I put my Truff, let me never 
Ic ede d. 6 | | : ; 
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that inward Comfort, which is of mor 
Value than all the Riches in the World 


Help; of my felt 1 can do nothing; 11 


all be laid: O pluck me as a Brand ou 1 


neſs of God I have riſen again: I ha- 


75 have not deſpair'd of God's Mercy. 


(62 
I ſeldom miſs any Opportunity of con. 
ing to the Lerd' Table, but I want that 
ſenſible Joy. and Communion with - Gol, 


which many good Chriſtians have, 28d 


ay 
E 


My Heart is hard, my Afﬀe&ions dul 
I am often lukewarm, and unfit fa 


hcly Duties; Lord, it is Thou alone tha il 


canſt help me, and vain is any oth« 


have none to fly to but to Thee; Chr 
is the Rock on which my Foundation 


of the Fire. Thou haſt ſaid, - Come u. 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, ani 
1 will give you Reſt; Theſe are comfortable i 
Words to a poor Sinner; aſſiſt me by thy ul 
Spirit, good Lord, that I may embrace i 
them, and rightly apply 'them. _—_ 
* O when will the happy Time come, that! 
ſhall be ſer at Liberty from Sin and Cor 
ruption, from the Body and the World“. 
—_ will _— 41 of this _ _ v oY 
trouble me; that 1 may” repole in go 
His Love and Faveur is * — Com- 
fort in this World, that will make a Death- 8 
bedeaſy, and dying Heurs comfortable; 
It is the great Mercy of God, that hati 
ſupported me under many Temptations; i 
I have oft fallen, but through the Goo: 


been long troubled with Doubts and Fears, 


et not his Goodneſs encourage me til 4 


Preſumption or vai. Hopes, or to think Wl 


* 


(31 ) 


f com. my own Caſe better than really it is; but 
it tha but me upon ſtriving to enter in at the 
1 Cod ſtrait Gate, and working out m Salvation 
05 ane with Fear and trembling, that I may 
F mon make my Calling and Election ſure, while 
World it is call'd to Day, becauſe the Night is 
s dul very near, when I ſhall work no more. 
fit fo Lord, give me Grace, tho' I want Com- 
fort. 
* lt was ſome Encouragement. to him when 
ing; 1 read the Lives of good Men, to. find that 
Chris bey bad the ſame Exerciſes, particularly 
adation 


ar of Mr. Philip Henry ; © If ſuch an emi- 
nent holy Man ( ſaid he) that liv'd a Life 


nd ou of Communion with God, yet complain'd 


me n 


Jon my ef Wandrings and vain Thoughts in Duty, 
ortabe Ce. 1 will not deſpond who have the ſame 
by c Burdens to complain off. | 
mbrice He alſo took Comfort from a Paſſage he 
ranſcrib'd from the preſent Lord 3 of 
„ that! eventry and Litchfeld, which was this; The 
4 Cor. ſtrongeſt Encouragement of our Endea- 
Vorld! vours towards Heaven is, that all our De- 
eaſe to . fects {hall be ſupply d by the infinite Me- 
Cod? tits of our Lord and Saviour, who knows 
K Cam. the Infirmities of our Nature, takes the 
Death. Will for the Deed, and admits honeſt En- 
Je. deavours in lieu of perfect Obedience. 
it hath The Goodneſs of God-is infinite, and his 
tions; Mercyis over all his Works. 
. Good if I believe ( faith he) that vain and 
I have . groundleſs Hope of Salvation is the Ruin 


of many, who ſay, they hope in Chriſt, 
but keep not his Commandments ; where- ' 
© as it is not ſaying, Lord, Lord, that he 
* will accept, but doing the Will of — 

Fa. 


1 Fears, i 
Mercy. 
me to 
o think 

6 my 4 


C232) 


Rather ; it is not my PAYED, nor vi J 
eading good Books, nor writ ing pol 

Things, that will bring me to = 

without Faich and Repentance, 1 | 


« ing God in Sincerity. Y 


| V. His Fe WEIR ang bold 5 1 
Heaven. 5 
Were I capable (faith he) T would wan 
1 « ſomething of the Hardneſs 4D eceit a ; 
4 « neſs of Man's Heart, ſince I F e 
much on that Subjebt b . = 
« for it hath. been a "ofa Ta uble »| 
8 Heart (fan 


4 « me v dis cet Ae e 
4 « one) is that whic the Eye of God is, wil 
1 « the Eye of a Chriſtian ought to be cheũ 
«| „ by fd upon. Many. an earneſt Pre 
+ « F have pur up to God ro ſoften this 15 
4 . ny ier t, and fix t is wandring Mind. 0% 
. * chat tg) engrh my Heart u! be rough | 
to a che Frame Caul win bo 
fc ro God, and keep my Heart wit 
God, I ſhould think my. ſelf a 1 5 Mi 
71 pray daily that God aul create in ne 4 
| clean Hegrt, and renew a right Spirit with 
my 800 0 00 could 2 the Fayout' Ay 
| God, a ommunion with him, 4 
value fiore't an all the Riches 5 1 ; 
World. The Light of Pee wacher 
an Intereſt in Cfriſt, and the AM | 
of — holy Spirit, 1 defire ahoße "0 
*) world y Treaſures. 2 
my Lord Tan, Er: al} the Secrets of my 
| Heart, and all my Thoughts afar off all 
my prefent Vefigns and Purpoſes, which q 
21 'oße, are well intended; but] want A. 
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23 
Aſſiſtance: The Heart is deceitful, and 
doubtleſs mine as dad as any; how then 
ſhall I judge of my ſpiritual State, which 
moſt judge too favourably of their own 


Caſe! If the Heart be fill d with Sin, and 
ſo continues with Delight, there is no 
Room or Habitation for God and Chriſt 
in it. O that I coul put away all the 


| Evil of my Doings, and repent with that 
l bes Repentance, which is not to be repented 
77 ot. S0 far as Levow my owe Heart, theſe 
2 re my unfeigned Deſues ; help and aſſiſt 
Ham - 0 d God, for thy Mercies ſake ; let 
ble. n 2 thy Strength appear in my Weakneſs. 
t (auß = me not eenſure others, (ſaith he) but 


vor begin at Home, and examine my own 
P, © Conſcience, and judge my gun Heart. I 
N q W am in the Sight and Preſence of God, 


whoſe All-ſreang Eye beholds all my 


nd. 0% Thoughts, Werds . Actions, and it 
rough is dangerous to diſſemble with God, or 
in 18 8atcer my (elf. bY 

t uin Mr. Corbit's Enge 5yto the Stats of bis Sent, 
y Ma as of great Uſe to him in this Paft of his 
16 4 Vork. * Doubrs and Fears affſe, (ſaith he) 
91261 Feel many Conflicts between Fleſh. and 
out MP Spirit, and tho' the Fleſh eften preyails 


in ſome particular Inſtances, yet I trpſt, 


| 

. thy through (race, the Spirit hath the predo- 

Nic . mwinant Power. Vain Thoughts, ugnruly 

ne a ſſions, often intrude into my Heart, but 

ye al they are unwelcome (Gueſts there, and 
8 ſoon tura'd out. I bope, I ſhall never offend 

m my God willingly, and chat 1 do ngr de- 

875 light or allow my ſelf in any known Sin. 


© Some 
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> than have all the Riches, Honours, and 


„ 

gome of my weak imperfed Evidence | 
for Heaven (faith he) are theſe: (1.) Ny Wl 
Hope is built purely upon the Mercy d 
God, and the Merits of Chriſt... (2.) M 
* Deſigns, Endeavours, and Reſolutions ar: 
frequently 2 — -(3:) It is my Deſite 
* Delight, and Practice to hear the Wort 
© of God preach'd. (4.) I have a great E. 
© ſteem for all that Love and Fear God 
© of what Perſwaſion - ſoever. - (5.) When | 
© have done any AMion that I think is ple 
*.ſing to God, tis my great Joy and Heart; 
© Delight. (6.) When I have done any il 
Action, or committed any Sin, it is th 
© Grief: of my Soul. (J.) It is a very grea 
Trouble to me, to hear the Name of G0 ä&· 
*. profaned, or his Word undervalued, oo: 
Evil ſpoken of. (8.) I have been alway; i 
averſe to Law-Suits, and to my Power, an 
a Peace-maker. (9.) I have been alway 
willing and deſirous to keep Holy the 
Lords-day. (10.) There is not that Perſon : 


living that I envy or hate, or ſeek to be 
reveng'd on; if wo hate me, I pray Gol 
forgive them, for I forgive them free 
(11.) Tho' I have been a vile Sinner, yet, 
I hope, I can truly ſay, that I am a peni. 
tent Sinner, and deſire from the Bottom off 
my Heart to ſorrow for all my Sins, and to 
amend my Life; good Lord, help me ſ 
to do. (12.) Ihad rather have a Heart t 
love God above all, to love him perfect 


5 a ty , FS....uf.. Bs. A OS... 
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© Pleafures in this World. I would rather 


© loſe all Things, than the Grace and . 


'* your of God, and the Benefit of chu, 
2 


C 


and the holy Spirit. I hope, I can truly 


) Ny ſay with Mr. Corber, as far as I am able to 
cy dt diſcern my own Heart and Ways, I have 
) Ny choſen the Lord for my Portion; I take up 
ns are my Reſt in him, and not in the Creature; 
Deſire, to love, fear, and admire, and bleſs him; 


* and to-have Communion with him, is my 


chief J y + Iam hearrily grieved forloving 
i 


Gol, WE God ſo little; yer I am certain, I love no- 
hen | AF thing more than God; and in my Eſteem 
is ple WR - and Choice, I prefer a ſpiritual — 
Hearts Life above all T hings upon Earth. | 
any i Lord, I love Thee, for I am grieved at 
is th thy Abſence, and rejoice in thy Preſence, 
y great love thoſe that are like Thee; I love 
x Gol” the Place and Duties where Thou art 
jed, e wont to meet thy People; I am grieved 
alway; when Thou art diſhonoured by my ſelf 
wer, an or others; I would have a Heart to love; 
alway: and look, and long for thy coming and ap- 


oly the pearing in Glory, | A 

- Perſon His particular Actions he examined by the 
k to be elve Queſtions in Mr. H's Communicants 
ray Gol nien, Chap. 4. which he tranſcribed and 


1 freely. ws oe upon concluding : * I have, to the 
er, ye, beſt of my Knowledge, examin'd my ſelf 
n 2 peni. upon theſe Queries, and find that in many 
ottom el Things I have fallen ſhort, through Neg- 


ö nce and humane Frailty ; but in ſome 
ings, Conſcience witneſleth for me, that 
| according to my Ability, I have kept,my 
r. Integrity; and I truſt for the Time te 
urs, ani come, that through the Aſſiſtance of Ax 
Id - rathe' mighty God, I ſhall walk more circum- 
and F. ſpe&ly. 

£ Chu, 
l 


S His 


* 


ne was very well plesſed with rhe little he 


(26) 
VI. His Conterntment with his Lot, and gratin; 
Comempt of this ela. 1 
Though he lived upon 2 Rack-rent, yet 


had of this World. Thus he writes: It 
* hath been my great Happineſs, through the 
* Goodneſs of God to me, that my Paſſige 
* through the World thus far, hath been 
moſtly pleafant and plentiful ; I have had 
Au, Defite, neither Poverty nor Riches, 
© being ever content with whar God appoint- 
* ed for me. ITalways had a very gtateful k- 
* Neem ef my own Condition, and have not 
deen ſubject to murmur and repine. F 
*It is my Trouble (fairh he) that the Care 
: and Buſineſs of the World doth often tale 
my Thoughts off from better Things; but 
* Fam rm ram ro bring my wotldly 2 
Affairs int6 leſs Compaſs,” that I may 
© Rartg the World looſe about me, may ue 
by it as if I us'd it not; ſetting my Affe. 
2 Ribas en Things above, and Neking fil 
* the Kingdom of God, not — but 
that then other Things ſhall be added, | 
There is not one Day of entire Peace in 
* theſe Things, but either ſomething trouble; 
* or nothing ſatisfies; we may be hapy) 
without Riches and Horiours, but cahho! 
de happy without Grace: "Tis Madneſs 1 
Men to lofe their immortal Souls for th: WW C. 
Droſs and Dung of this World. He thi in 
9 {ery his Heart upon this World, can nevi ha 
© feek' the World to come as he ought: 4: 
© Therefore, O my Soul, uſe all the Care i I 
Diligence imaginable, to take thine Aﬀe- 
* tions off from the Vanities of this wo 
I 
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Thus little do the Things of Time ap- 
pear to thoſe, ro whom the great Things 
of Eternity are revesF'd by Faith, 
Arch-Biſhop Tillorſen ſæ th, Nothing doth 
lo beſot the Mind, and extinguiſh in it 
the Senſe of divine Things, as ſenſual 
Pleaſures do; if we fall in Love with 
them, they will ſteal away our Hearts frons 
God. Let my Soul therefore deſpiſe the 
© World, and devote it felf wholly to the 
© Fear and Service of God. TT” 

' Worldly Things often hinder the good 
* Deſigns of good Men, and as for bad Men, 
* rhev carry them hesdlong to Ruine ; for 
* they ſwim down the Stream of Pleaſure, 
not conſidering what Account they have 
f a wag we 5 as with them, 
* when t ie gaſping - groaning on 
their Death-beds 17 

He had but little (in Compariſon) of rhe 
good Things of this preſent Time, yet he 
often ſaid, I have enough of this World, 
and as muchas I deftre: And that he would 
not thank any one to give him roo I. per 
Annum, for (ſaid he) I have enough to 
maintain me, and am content with it; 
and if I had ſuch an Addition to what 1 
have, inſtead of doing me good, it might. 
perhaps do me hurt. Thus Goalineſs with 
Centent ment is great Gain; tis all the Wealth 
in the World, they that think what they 
have, enough, have enough, and who would 


deſire more. Happy they who bring their 
Mind to their Condition. 22 


t 2 m d l 


. 
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VII. His private Devotions. 

It appears. by his Papers that he convergt 
much with God in Solitude. T hus he writes 
in 1698. It is my Deſire, my real Purpoſe 
and full Reſolution, to do theſe two things 


for the future, as God fhall enable me: (I.) 


„ ſleep, I will call to mind the Paſſages of | 


* 


from his People at any Time in any Place, 
if they come from zn upright Heart. 


for Prayer, yet, I hope, my merciful Fathe 


the Words of Prayer, as the Heart and the 


if they come from x bicken Heart. Pray 


« To fall down upon my Knees three times 
a Day to pray and give Thanks to God; 
« ſo Daniel did, and David Evening and 
Morning, and at Noon. (2.) That the firſt | 
and Jaſt Thoughts of every Day ſhall be 
of God; and that as ſoon as I lie down to 
= 
the Day; and how can Iſpend my Time ! 
better when 1 lie awake in the Night, than 
* in communing with God and my own ! 
Wt 
{ 


Heart. I know the fitteſt Poſture for Pray 
* er is upon our Knees; yet, I believe, God |? 
* will accept of Prayers and Ejaculations 


4 


I bleſs Ged (faith he) — to my 
* Abilities, I frequently make my Addreſſes 

to my great Creator, tho' I am unworthy 
to take his holy Name into my polluted 
Lips: lam ſenſible of my Inſufficiency 


will accept me, for he regards not ſo much 
Spirit of Prayer; and he reje&s no hum- 


Able faichful Suppliant, be his Speech ne 
* ver ſo weak; even broken Words will-ſerve, 


* er without Sincerity is a Lie-to God 
* Lord, give me Wiſdom from above, and 
teach me to pray, ſo that my Prayers 77 

" te 
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be acceptable to Thee, my God, that every 
prayer may come warm from the Heart, 

may be an Sectual ſervent Prayer, whicly 
' availith much. If we employ both Head 

and Heart in the Service of our Prayers, 

(ſaith he) © then we may pray at all Times, 

* and in all Places; whenever we have a: 
* Heart to pray to God, he has an Ear to 

hear; it is the Heart God requires in this 

Duty, for a dead dull heartleſs Prayer is 

Nan Abomination unto the Lord. 

He much eſteem'd a Book, called The L- 
berty of Prayer, written by Mr. Fencks of Har- 
ley, read it much, and wrote many excellent 
Paſſages out of it. He was for praying al- 
ways with all Prayer, and deipited neither 
Prayers by a Form, nor extempore Prayers, 
thinking each to have their Excellencies at 
leveral Times, and that he who truly loves' 
Prayer, will truly love both. 

In his Family he prayed daily, and uſu- 
ally read the Scriptures, or cauſed them to 
be read, and ſung Pſalms. There he us d 
mixt Prayer, as Dr. Fuller calls it, partly a 
Form, which he wrote down in his Book, 
containing the eſſential Parts of Prayer, 
which always remained unalter'd, but adding 
many moveable Petitions to it, as the Spi- 
rit of Ccd enabled him, and as there was 
Occaſion. a 
„A pryerleſs Family (faith he) is no better 
than a Beaſt-houſe; and indeed a Den of 
Ibieves, where God is rob'd of his 
Tribute and their Souls of the Benefit: He 

that wil undertake to prove that Prayer is 

82 * need» 


(30) 
* needfeſs in Families, ſhall oblige them to 


k be his humble Servants, or any one's, bur 
his that made them. 


VIII. His Worſhip ef God in publick. 
He attended the publick Worſhip cf Ccd 
in his Pariſh-Church every Lerdi day, and 
was ſure to come early; tho' he was near 
two Miles diſtant from it, yet he could ſay, 
he had never been abſent from it any Lord's. 
day of ſeven Years, except twice, and then 
his Occaſions called him to other Parih. 
Churches. In the Afternoon, when he lived 
in the Country, he often ſtzy'd at Home, 


that he might tend all his Family ro Church, 
becauſe he thought, ke could ſpend his time 


better at Home, than any of them could; 
but when he came to live in the Town, he 
conſtantly went to Church both Parts of the 
Day, and, at Noon on the Lerd's-day, a Chap- 


ter was read to his Family, a Pſalm ſung, Þ 


and concluded with Prayer. 


He wrote down, when he came home, the 
Text, and what he could remember of the 


Sermons he heard, that he might have theBenc- 
ft and Comfort of reviewing them afterward; 
But he was in a ſpecial manner exempli- 
ry, for his dildgent and ſerious Attendance 
on the Ordinance of the Lord's-Srpper ; whick 
he rarely omitted whenever there was an 
Opportunity for ic in his Pariſh-Church, 
which uſually was Eight Times a Year, and 
he made very folemn Preparation for it 
Much of what he has left behind him is 
Writing, is Sacramental Meditations, par. 
ky his own, and partly gathered out - pee 
bos, 


A. * 
* = 
* 


— —— 
— — 


Lord and i 
Ido frequently attend at the Lord's Table, 


«> 


Books; Mr. Gouge's, Mr. Havel's, Mr. Shower's, 
and others, 


. According to. the dying Charge of my 


aviour Jeſus Chriſt, (faith he) 
and do that in Remembrance of hn, as he 
bath required. Lord, I fiflike none of thy 
Commands, 
ſanable; put I find fault with. my own 
wicked Heart, that I do not more heartily 
love, and more readily obey them. I bleſs 
the Lord, I have been ſeldom abſent 
from his Table theſe many Years, and 
have found great Bengfit by frequent 
| Communion. I am ſorry when I ſee but 
2 fall appearance at the Lord's-Supper. 
, vome are abſent, becauſe they love their 
„ins and will not part wich them, and ſo 
ſlight their Souls ; others, becauſe they 
, Over-charge their Hearts with the Cares 
, of this World. Mr. Jeaks our Miniſter 
told us, all worldly Buſineſs is either law. 
ful or unlawful; That which is unlaw. 
ful, in the Name of God renounce it ; 
| that which is lawful and wed with Mo- 
deration, rather fits a Man for the Sgera. 
went chan o aerwiſe : Others arc abſent up · 
o Mee, that they can never be well 
prepared to receive. | 
He uſually ſpent one Day in Faſting and 
Prayer in ſecret before the Lord upper; and 
lame times two. * Thefe two Days (ſaich he) 
J dekie to ſet apart for the 14 — and 
dervice of God, with a full Purpoſe to 
make what Preparation I can, by the Grace 


0 — — 


0 


U 


ef God, for e ag > 


they are all good and rea- 
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* of the Lord's-Supper. To that End, I will 
* as God ſhall enable me, humble my ſelf, 
and with Sorrow and Shame, confeſs my 
* manifold Sins ro my merciful Father, who 
is a Sin-pardoning Gd; 1 am aſhamed, 


* 5 * _ 2 


and do repent of all my Sins; and it is 

my Heart's Deſire not only to confeſs 
them, but to forſake, deteſt, and abhor all 
* manner of Sin whatever. Lord, grant 
that I may net bring one beloved Sin ta 
thy Table. Thou haſt promiſed Pardon to 
all that truly repent, and eternal Life to all 
that believe in thy Son; behold, O Lord, 
I heartily repent: of my Sin, and ſled- 
* faſlly believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
| * putting my whole Truſt in him alone for 
L Salvation. Enable me, O Lord, by thy 
f Grace, to perſevere to the End, that I may be 
1 * bleſſed for ever, through Jeſus Chirſt. Amen, 
[, Thus he writes; To: Morrow is a Day 
i © of great Concern, not for our Bodies but 
il * our Souls, for we are to meet the Lord :t 
it * his own Table. O with what Humility, 
if * Reverence, Repentance, Faith, Charity, 
if * ought we to appear there? I have en- 
| * deavoured to prepare my ſelf, ſetting this 
Il * Day apart for r . and Meditation, eſ- 
4 cially on the Sufferings of my dear Sa. 


* 3 2 on * * * _ _ - 


LY 
* 
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g 

[ 

| * viour for my Sins, bcth in his Life ard 
| Dat his Death. I hope that my Striving 
| * and Struggling is a Sign, that I am net 
U dead in Freſpaſſes and Sins; for a dead 
1 Man ſtrives not. I beg of God often and 
| 

| 


* heartily, that I may be upright in all my 
l Duties. But he afterwards writes 


At this Sacrament, my Heart was but — 
an 


( 
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and ſluggiſh, which is my great Trouble; 
© I thought, I took ſome Pains with my 
hard Heart in my Preparations, yet my 


Endeavours 


* Time. God be merciful to me a Sinner, 


0 


4 


0 


4 


for the Heart is deceitful above all things, 


ard deſperately wicked. 


Another Time he writes; I did appear 


at the Lord's Table, and receive the ho- 


ly Sacrament of the Lord s Supper, I hope, 
to the Benefit and Advantage of my pre- 
cious and immortal Soul; I found much 


Joy and Comfort in the Ordinance, and- 


* 1t was very delightful to my Soul. Lord, 
* bleſs and ſanctify it to me, and grant, O- 


U 


f 


1 


my dear Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 


to fit and prepare my ſelf for thy Table, | 
my Endeavours will- be found imperfect > - 


* 


0 


4 


God, that I may ever bear upon my Heart 
thoſe Promiſes and Reſolutions, which F 
make at thy holy Table. | 


And thus, O Lord; I dare not approach» 


thy holy Table in my own Strength or 
Merits, but in the Strength 8 oe 
or I. 
know when I have done ail chat I can, 


yer I will hope and truſt in Thee, my God, 
tor thy Help and Aſſiſtance, and the fiee> 


Pardon and Forgiveneſs of all my Sins, 


through the Mediation of my dear Savi- 
our, and this I beg for Jeſus ſake; and for- 
thy Mercy ſake. Amen, Amen. | 


And thus; I often calt to mind tha 
memorable Saying of Mr. Havel; tho 


Lirg i Supper and: the: Point of Death. re- 


adulte equal Seriouſneſs ;-we thould-go to 
thar-Ordinance, as if: we were going into 
C's Ange * 


roved ineffectual at =» 4 
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* another World. O what need is there of 

* an awful compoſed Spirm, when we ap- 

* proach the Lord in this Ordmance. O thiat 

I could humble my feWf at this Tame, 

and examine 1 — and ſearch and try 
A 


* my Heart- and s, that I may find ent 
my Errors, and where my Unfitneſs hes, 
that I may repert and amend ; O how un- 
ſuitable is a dry Eye and a hard Heart to 
* Tuch an Ordinance as this! now. would I 
free my ſelf from all the Cares uf this 
World, be in perfect Charny wath all, 
and be affected m Prayer and Meditatin. 
„The chief Things this vam Worid afords, 
* are Henours, Rithes, and Pleaſures; I de- 
* fire no greater Honour, than the Lore 
and Favour of God: no Riches, but an 
* Intereſt in the unſearchable Riches of 
* Chriſt, and Berefir by um; nor value Any 
* Pleaſure like Communion with Cod; 
Lord, grunt me theft, and I defire 10 


more. > «in 

Tord, (ſaith he) I ſrretch out rhe weak 
Arms ef my Faith towards Thee; O ſtretth 
out the miphty Arms of thy Power and 
Mercy, and come and faveme. I am fear- 
ful (farrh he) that I am not ri ghtly prepared, 
but, I Hope, that is an Errcr on the berter 
Hand; thenare wemoſt fit whenwe are moſt 
"hum bled and aſſamed in rheSende of our own 
* Unfitneſs. 1'w4ll, by the Grace of God; uſt 
my beſt Endeavours, acknowledging my 
n Infuft:.ciency, the Spirit is willing, 
* burthe Fleſh weak; therefore will I beg 
*-bf amy Heavenly Father, that he vill di- 
reti, Sit, an avcept of me, 3 


(35) 
© Chriſt my Sayis 77 ler hs dn 


* cf Thine, conſtrain me to ne. 
Once when he was proven mM jos 


Ordinance, by an: wefabfet hropg 

worldly Euſineſs, which, he- thought, 

for the preſent unfit him for t, be write 

It was a great Trouble 1 8, £ 4 loft 
' ſuch an Opportunity ; Lo Hen, 

great Neglect, this Fin of f 0 ion, mh; 

* Prepare me, by thy Gyace, do H Ne he 

next Opportunity. 

His Prayer ſometimes after receiving was.; 

O moſt | nt wb Lord Gyd d, lot Si 

ſing Praiſe 

* are they that dwell in thy Hoyſt ©, 11 

ted, tho it Le with the Cru t 


0 


' from thy Table; and now 1 


6, 

and ſeen bow good Thou art, bore 
' Thou haſt heard my Prayers, a 1 
my Requeſt; O that 4 wisbe ge depart 
* tom Lee, or be weary of thy c 
ſtrengthen me, 0 Lord, againſt all 
ner (f Sin, that I may fay with 
princely Prophet, 1 h, porn, aud 1 wil 
' perform it, thas I wi ee Judg- 
be: direct re, O Lond, by (thy boly 
Spirit, and carry we $0 abs Vale of 
* Tears, this Vally of the $hadow. of Death, 
for Jalſus ſake. Am. 

When be receiv br JL rd Supper pon 
the Account of his Of — he writes, I 

dqubt there are many who come upon this 
Occalion, and meglett, the Duty at og 

' Times, which is a ſad Thing; but Jet 
me begin at kipme, apd nat huge other 
en, bur amine my. felt. 


4 


* 


4 


to thy great Name; for pie 


} 
; 
| 
| 
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IX. His Thankfulneſs te God for the Mercier 


he had received. < 

He often  expreſſeth himſelf much affe- 
fred with the Goodneſs of God to him, the 
Memory of which he abundantly uttert. In 
Auguſt 1697 he thus writes: I his being the 
* 6crth Year cf my Age, I thank my Ged, 
* who hath ſpun out my Days to this Length, 


I praiſe the Lord, that he-hath made me 


a reaſonable Creature, a Man, and not a 
© Beaſt, a Chriſtian, and not a Heathen; 
that he hath planted me in a Proreſtant 
© Nation, bleſs'd me with the Light of the 
© Goſpel, which IT value above all Things. 
* Come, behold the Works of the Lord, what he 
© has done for my Soul | ] have a Competency 
to live upon; -tho' it ſeems but little in 
the Eyes of ſome, yet, I bleſs my God, I 
think it ſufficient, and am therewith very 
* well content. I have enough to keep me 
* while I live, and bury me when I am 
* dead, and that's ſufficient. Naked came 
I into the World, and brought nothing 
* with me, and naked ſhall I return, and 
* cairy nothing away with me. 

If I look back, and review the Mercies 
* of my Life, they are innumerable.; I ſhall 
* only name -- ſome : I never was arreſted, or 
* impriſoned in all my Life; never had. i 
Joint put out, or a Bone broken; never 
received any great Hurt or Wound to uſt 
* a Surgeon; have been long in the.Militia, 
50 never was in one Battle, ſo. peaceable 
have our Days beem . I have had much 
Dearling in the World, yet never had a Tri 
in any Courty- wuch- has. made. my 7 

p * the» 


. 

the eaſier. I never was aſſaulted. by Thieves, 
nor had my Pockets pick d. I have liv'd 
in Repute and. Credit, and never under any 
© Piſgrace or Scandal, and what falſe Re- 
ports have ſometimes been raiſed of me, 
never turned much to my Prejudice. 
* I have had many Creature Comforts, good 
* Wives, good Children, hopeful Grand-chil- 
dren, kind Friends, loving Neighbours, 
cc. thoſe that are neareſt me, pleaſing and 
comfortable to me, my Lot caſt in a fruit- 
* ful Soil, where the Golpel flouriſheth, and 
is frequently preached, when many, more 
* deſerving than I am, have liv'd in bo- 
* verty and Affliction, or have been grieved 
' with wicked Relations, that - have brought, + 
' down their grey Hairs with Sorrow to the, 
Grave; my Paſlage- through the World has 
been very pleaſant. | 

How may this good Man's Thankfalneſs: 
to God, ſhame thoſe, who, inſtead of cating. 
and working. far a Livelihood, and paying: 
a great Rent as he did, live at Eaſe, re- 
ceive great Rent, and deliver all their Care 
and Buſineſs upon the Heads and Hands of 
others, and have every thing, about them, 
pleaſing. to a Nicety, and yet ſeldom think 
of their Obligations to the God of their 
Mercies, or give him Praiſe for his Favours 
to them. 

But ſee how he was affected with theſe 
Mercies, * Lord, (faith he). tis owing to thy 


_ * Goodneſs, not to any Deſert of mine, thar 


my Life. has. been. jo comfortable.. What 
" ſhall I rendes..ro the. Lord for all-bis Be- 
* nefits ? I will acknowledge his Goodneſs to 


' Ma 
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* me, and praife him while I have a Day to 
* Jive in this World. O that I could in 
* ſome meafure walk anſwerably to the 
* Goodneſs of God to me! Lord, Thou 
* haſt given me Abundance of temporal 
* gocd Things, give me ſpiritual Grace, 
and I ask no more. Vet he adds, the pre- 
* ſent Pleatantr;efs of my Life, fhall never 
* extinguifh in me rhe T houghts of Death, 
ALecauſe the one is certain, the other un- 
tain. | | 
He often expreſſed his Thankfulneſs to 
Gcd: for publick Mercies; for Peace; and 
Plenty, and Health in che Nation, eſpecially 
our happy Enjeyment of the Goſpel ; that 
not only our civil Rights and Liberties, but 
our Religion is ſecured to us by Law. 
Ihat our Land is not a Seat of War; and 
he wr.tes with great Compaſſion, concerning 
thoſe Countries that ate fo. © Sure (ſaith 
he) „no Nation under the Sun enjoys more 
Mercies than we in England. do at this 
Time. I am obliged te praiſe -Gcd, rot 
* -only for particular Mercies to me and 
mine, but for his common Mercies to the 
Land wherein we live. Bleſſed be the 
God of Heaven for them; and again, I 
ſay, bleſſed be this great and holy Name 
 for-evermore. How great is the Patience 
and Forbearance of God towards us, tho 
our Sins cry aloud for Vengeance; and we 
are very ungrateful for the Mercies we 
receive. Some do not like the preſent G- 
vernment, others grudge at the Taxes, 
others are higly ofiended at the Tolerati- 


on, and ſome are ſcaree content wich any 
A thing 
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thing; not conſidering the Calamities of 
* other Nations, how barbarouſly the poor 
© Proteſtants of France have been uſed by 
their tyrannical Prince, and what Detola- 
tions he has made with Fire and Sword in 
many of his neighbouring Countries, tho' 
* of his own Religion. 


X. Tre Senſe be had of his Affiidiovs. 

Undertaking in his old Age to give art 
Account of his Troubles, thus he begins: 
My greateſt '[ rouble is for the Sins that f 
© have committed ; Which the rook all Occaſi- 
ens ro refieftt upon with godly Sorrow, ab- 
horring himſt groaning under the Bur- 
then of Corruption, Jlongmg for Delive- 
rahce, and crying to Heaven for Help. His 
Books are full of Paſſages to chis Purpoſe ; 
wondring at thoſe Fools, what can make 4 
Mock at Sin, that plead for at, laugh: at 
it, turn it into a Jeſt, and glory mar; for- 
getting the Nature of God, the Worth of 
their Souls, and the awful Eternity che 
are ſo near. Though fuch may have the 
Name of (Chriftians, tis but the Name. © 
what 1 wall ſuch 
have of Eternity, rtly and they will be 
themfelves aſtoniſlied to think, how they 
could poſhbly make ſo very light of theſe 
great 1hings. 2 

His next Trouble was, Nrlaiy Care and 
Brferiſe, Which (ſaith he) is ofren n great 
* thndrance to my Devotion, diſtracts m: 
* Head, diſturbs mx Mind, and makes me 
* unfit for holy Duties. An affiide Tem- 
per (ſaith he) hath bern injuricus te me ; 
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J have been always ready to ſerve my 
* Neighbour or Friend, in any Buſineſs that 


© T was capable» of; whereby I have loſt 


much Time; but I have therein endesa. 
voured to do God, and to ſhew, that 1 
love my Neighbour as my ſelf, But [ 
earneſtly deſite, that I may deſiſt. from 
worldly Buſineſs one Year or two before 
my Death, that I may have the' more time 
ro:prepare for it. 

His next Trouble was, the paul Infirmi. 
ries of old Age : Stone or Graveb-in the &id- 
neys, Sciatica, and the like. Though I live 
(ſaith he) with much Content, yet not 
* without a Thorn in the Fleſh; ſcaree a 
Night paſſeth without ſmarting Pain; it 
is God's Goodneſs that it is not worſe: 
J have reafon to bear it patiently, for it” 
is leſs than my Sins have deſerved. Tho 
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the inward Man grows ſtronger; Lord, 
* caſt menct off in the Time of old Age; 
A Book written by Mr. Corbis of . Chicheſter, 
when he was grievouſly afflicted with the 
Stone, was of great Uje to him, and he 
collected much out of it; concluding, © Lord, 
* put thy Spiritof Grace and Meekneſs into 
my Heart, that I may bear with Patience 
* whatever I heu art pleaſed to lay upon 
* me, and help me to follow this good 
Example. I can*truly ſay, my Pains and 
* Diſtempers have very much -drawn 'my 
Mind off this World 'Tis gcod for me 
' T- have been afflicted.> He. wrote down 
divers: Paſſages of Scripture, -to- - comfort 
himſelf + with. under. his Pains; Happy #7 
f 


he 


the outward Man grow weaker, I hopey 


(4% ) 


the Man whom God cerrefeth, for ke makcth fore; 
and bindeth up ; whom the Lord loveth he chaſten- 


h; bliſſed is the Man whom thou chaſtencſt, O' 


Tord, and teacheſt. And many the like. 
Being once wonderfully delivered from 
Hurt by a dangerovs Fall fiom his Horſe; 
his Foot hanging in the Stirrop, ſo that he 
had been in all Likelihood kill'd, if his Shoe 
had not happily” come off, he writes thus 
of it, © In my Diſtreſs, 1 ſaid, Lord, have 
Mercy on my Soul, for I ſee that my 
Life is gone; my Hope was in God, to 
' whom TI: cried Le Deliverance, and he 
heard me according to his Word. Cal upon 
me in the Time of Troubla, 1 will deliver thee, 
ad then ſhalt glori, y M2. God granted me 
* Deliverance, and ſhall not I now endeavour 


do glorifie Thee, O Thou Preſerver of 


Men. O let this for ever engage me to 
keep cloſe to Chriſt my Refuge, and make 
me ſay with Exra, ſince Thou, Lord, haſt 

6 given me fuch a Deliverance as this, ſhould 
again break thy Commandments? Lord, 


; grant that I may never forget thy Good- 


neſs! He failed not to give Thanks to 
God for the Mercy, upon the yearly Return 
of the Day. 


XI. His Zeal for the Suppreſſion of Vice and 
Propharencſc. h 

Vhen the Miniſter of his Pariſh, and 
others of his Neighbours, well. affected to- 
Religion and Virtue, joined ina Society to- 
promote the Deſign of Her Majeſty's pious 
Proclamation, fer the preventings.and. * 
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of Vice, Prophanomeſs, aud Immorality, by in- 


forming againſt Offenders, in order to the 


putting cf the Laws in Execution; be was 
an active Man among them; tho' many op- 
poſed this good Work, and reproached them 
that ated in it, yet he knew, he had the 
Law cf Gcd and the Land on his Side, and 
was nct diſccuraged in it. This good De- 
ſign was countenanced and encouraged by 
the Arch-biſhop of Canrerbury's circular 
Letter to the Biſbops of his Province, dated 
April 4, 1699. I he printed Sermons of the 
Biſnops of Fly, Salisbury, Cheſter, Chichester, 
Dr. Starhop, Dr. Illic, Dr. Kennet, and other 
Digniraries of the Church. T be Lord Biſho 

ct Oxford thus addreſſeth himſelf ro theſe 
Societies: © Ye brave and truly heroick Souls, 


_ * who have entered into a holy Confederacy, 


not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but a- 
* gainſt Principalities and Powers, &. Your 
* Adverſaries axe numerous an erful, 


* the Prince of the Power of the Air, with 
his Rulers and Companies, and the Chil- 


* dren of Diſobedience upon Earth, in whom 
he worketh, all evil Spirits, and all wicked 
Men, and from theſe you muſt expe the 
* moſt vigorous and obſtinate Oppoſition. 
* Bur be not afraid of their Terrors, re— 
member that the Battle is not yours but 
G cd's, & . Much to the ſame Purpoſe is 
collected in the Account of the Progreſs cf 
the Reformation of Manners, the 13th Edi- 
tion, It is therefore a great Surprize and 
G rief to all good Men, to find thoſe Societies 


- repreſented quite otherwiſe by. Dr. Sache- 
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verell, in his Aſſize Sermon at Derby, Aug. 15, 


1529.where he ſaith, p 8. That under the ſan- 
* #;fed Pretence of Reformation of Manners, 
they turn Informers, aſſume an odious 
* upon others Chriſtian Liberty and Inno- 
cence, and under the Shew of more Leal 
and Purity, the moſt infallible Token of a 
' dextrous and refined Hypocrite and Knave, 
turn the World upſide down. And p. 1c. 
that © theſe trobleſome Waſps erect themſelves 
into illegal inquiſirions, and whatever godly 
and fallacious Glofles they may caſt upon 
their Actions, they are dou'tlets, che un- 
warrantable Effeccs of an idle, incroactring, 
impertinent, and meddling Curiofity, —— 


LAY 
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Reformation, by lying, ſlandering, whiſ- 
pering, back-biring, and tale-bearing, the 
moſt expreſs Character of the Devi}, who 
is emphatically ſtiled, the grand Accuſer 
of the Brethren; no Wonder then that 
Sr. Paul hath ſo ſeverely ſtigmarized theſe 
Buſie-bodies in other Mens Matters by 
ranking them with Murtherers and Thieves, 
as the moſt proper Perſons to keep one a- 
nother Company. 

When this good Man was told, he would 
be accounted a Buſie-body for joining to 
this Society; he ſaid, he valued it not, ſo 
that he was doing good, and were honouring 
God. He gives this Account of it, We 
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met about 20 of us at our Miniſter's 


' Houſe, the laſt Lords Day in the Month 


* after 


and factious Off ce, arrogantly intrench 


the baſe Product of ill Nature, ſpiritual * 
Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, and ſanctiſied apleen, 
petending to carry on the bleſſed Work of 
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after Evening Prayer, to conſult about car 
rying on the good Work of the Refcrma- 
tion of Manners in the Pariſh; and we 
had pretty good Succeſs, many were re. 
ſtrained fiom open Profaneneſs, the pocr 
relieved, but we met with Diſcourage- 
ment from ſome, who we hoped, would 
* have encouraged us. | 

Once ccming into a publick Houſe, and- 
hearing a Gentleman moſt profanely ſwear- 
ing, tho' a Stranger to him, he deſired him 
to ſorbear ; ſaid he, Thcu-art ſome Presy- 
terian I warrant thee; ſaid the Lieutenant, 
pray Sir, what Church are you of? Of the 
Church cf Englana, ſaid he; then ſaid the 
Lieutenant, I am forry you are of the ſame 
Church that I am-of, for you are a Diſgrace 
to it. | 
IJ once (ſaith he) heard a Friend of mine 
talk Atheiſt-like; very prophanely, ; I re- 
proved him ſaying, Sir, Why do you talk 


„ - * 


neither God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hell? 
He anſwered, it may be there is ſuch things, 
* but I know not where they are. I anſwer- 
* ed, Sir, in Time you may know, to your 
* own Sorrow and. Amazement. By this 
Time he doth, for he died lately. 


XII. His Charity, eſpecially for the teaching 
F poor Children. 

He was very liberal to the Poor, accord- 
ing to his Ability. A worthy Knight giv- 
ing many of Mr. Gouge's Sureſt and Sufefl 
Way of Thriving : One of them came into 
his Hand; after he had read it, he mn 

| | own 


ſo wickedly? Do you. think there is 
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down his Reſolutlon, which was from that 
Time forward, to double his Charity. He 
loved to employ poor Workmen, and -was 
kind to them, ſaying, they worked hard for 


a little Money. 


He wrote down ſuch Paſſages as theſe, to 
ſtir up himſelf to Charity; Ir is not he, that 
* poſlefleth Wealth, and keeps it by him, 
that is rich, but he that diſtributes it in 
* Charity, which will make Men rich for 
ever. When thou giveſt to the poor, thou 
* ſecureſt to thy ſelf, and what thou with- 
* holdeſt another ſhall poſſeſs. Give to the 
poor, and it ſhall be given thee ; It is 
ent to the Lord; and God twice repays 
* it ; in this World, by a Blefling on thy 
* Wealth, and in Heaven he repays it over a- 
* gain. Thou ſhalt have in Grace, what 
* thou parteſt with in Money. 

He contributed very cheerfully to the 
teaching of pcor Children, and bought di- 
vers of that little Bock call'd, The Guide to 
Heaven, to give away, and had a great E- 
ſteem for that Book, generally carried one 
about him to read at his Leiſure. He much 
rejoiced in the Increaſe of the Charity-School:, 
and was pleas'd to ſee the Children, taught 
at thofe Schools, carry themſelves reverent- 
ly at Church, ! and hear them ſay their Ca- 
techiſm. When he dy'd, out of his little, 
he left Ten Pounds to the Charity-School in 
Iiounbury Pariſh. 


XIII. His R-ſpe# to good Miniſters, and his 
Grief concerning thoſe that were otherwiſe, and 
bis /amenting our unhappy Diviſions. A 
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As he had a Reverence and Love for 
God, ſo he had for all his; his Day, his 
People, his Ordinances, his Miniſters: He 
was, in Judgment and PraQtice, for the 
Church of Fng/and, as by Law eſtabliſhed, 
for (faith he) it is my Belief that a Man 
* may, by the Grace of God, live as holy 
* a Life in this Church as in any. He — 
in his Books bleſs God, for the learned and 
pious Clergy cf the Church of England ; it 


re joiced him to hear (a few Days before he 


dy d) the preſent Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, 
preach ſo excellent a Sermon at Nantwich, 
that had the Marrow and Subſtance of the 
Goſpel in it, on 1 Tim. I. 15, and to hear 
of that excellent Charge he gave his Cler- 
gy, to teach their People, the Neceſſity 


of divine Revelation, the divine Authority 


of the Scripture, the Divinity of our Sa- 
viour, and to preſs Holineſs of Life; and 
that they ſhould ſet a good Example, and 
deny themſelves in lawtul Things for the 
Good of their People; and refrain publick 
Houſes: And as to thoſe Proteſtant Diſlen- 
ters, that carried It humbly and as the 


ought, they ſhould not he behind hand wit 


them in Love and Kindneſs. He rejoiced 
chat the Church had many ſuch. 

He had a great Value for Mr. Jenks, who 
was Miniſter of Wibunbury, and died Jul 
19, 1700. *I got much Benefit ro my Soul 
(faith he) by his good Preaching and ex. 
* emplary Living. He was a Man (faith he) 
of a good natural Temper, an ingenius 
Preacher, fuber and temperate, and ver) 


* charitable, of a publick Spirit; he == 
is 
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his beſt Endeavours to promote Religion in 


the Pariſh. I have heard him reprove Sin 


and idle Talk very boldly; he was dili- 
gent in the Duties of a Miniſter ; he was 
a conſtant Reader of the Prayers, and fre. 
quently adminiſtied the Lord's-Supper ; 
carefully catechiz d the Children and Ser- 
vants in the Summer-time; viſited the 
Sick in all Quarters of his Pariſh, both 
poor and rich; would go to any Part of 
the Pariſh to baptize Children that were 
ſick, and not fit to be brought to Church; 
took a deal of Pains' to get Subſcriptions, 
for the maintaining of perty Schools, to 
teach Children to read ; he did his utmoſt 
towards the ge of Vice; particu- 
larly the puniſhing of the filthy Sin of 
Fornication in his Pariſh; but herein ke 
was oppoſed by ſome to his great Grief, 
which made him often ſay, that Chriſtia- 
nity was come to a very low Ebb 

us, when Men chat profeſs Chriſtianity, 
hinder the Puniſhment of Vice and De- 
bauchery. I afked him once to ſpend his 
two Pence with me; fairh he, I never 
went to an Ale-houſe, on purpoſe to ſpend 
two Pence in all my Life. For repairmg 
the Vicaridge-houſe, and improving the 
Glebe, he exceeded moſt Men, and enden 
voured all that in him lay, to promote 
all che Concerns of the Church. . Lane 
caſter preached his Funeral Sermon, on 
Ack, XX. 20. I have traght you publicly, 
and from Rowſe to Howſe 3; and gave him 


. A very high Character, which he well de- 
ſerved. After the Funeral, Mr. Lancafter 
came 
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came to Lieutenant Illidg, took him by the 
Hand, and ſaid, You - were none- of thoſe 
that grieved your Miniſter. 
In the Time of our Vacancy, (faith. he) 
dit was my frequent Prayer to Almjghty 
God, that he would be pleaſed to ſend us a 
* Miniſter that truly feared God and loved Re- 
* igion. He alſo took the Boldneſs in his great 
Zeal, to write a Letter ro my. Lord Biſhop of 
Lichfield and Coventry, who is Patron, beſeech- 
ing him, for Chriſt's ſake, the great Shepherd 
and | Biſhop of Souls, to provide for this 
great Pariſh (being 18 Townſhjps) ſuch a 
Miniſter, as may anſwer the great Charge 
and Truſt he-undertakes; one truly reli- 
gious,. laborious, and an able Preacher, that 
may bring Honour to God and our holy 
Religion, c. praying God to direct his 
Lordſhip in the Choice. And when his 
Lordſhip had preſented Mr. Bromficld, the 
preſent Incumbent, and he had had fome 
Trial of him, he writes, © What great Cauſe 
have I to thank and praiſe theLord,who hath 
*. heard my Prayers, and ſent us ſuch a good 
© Miniſter. Some Time after he wrote to 
Mr. Bromfield, expreſſing his great SatisfaQti- 
on in him as his ſpiritual Guide, and beg- 
ging his. pious Advice and Inſt ruction in his 
- ſpiritual Concerns; Tor it is from your 
* Mouth (faith he) that I receive the good 
Word of God, and from your Hand, I 
receive the holy Sacrament of the Lord's- 
Supper, and, according to your Counſe), I 
* purpoſe to proceed, as God ſhall enable 
me. He prayed earneſtly for his 7 
— pore 
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ſer, that ke might live long to the Glory 
of God, and might be an Inſtrument of the 
Convertion and Salvation of many Souls. 
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Concerning the Diviſions among us, he 


hus writes; IJ own my ſelf to be a Mem- 


ber of the eſtabliſhed Church of England, 
which, I think, is not exceeded by any, o- 
ther in Purity; I was baptized, and have 
continued in that Communion all my 
Days; yet have great Charity for Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters, that truly. fear God and 
love Religion; I am much troubled, when 
I hear ſuch abuſed, and reproached, and 
ſcorned by wicked and profane Wretches, 
that will ſwear, and curſe, and be drunk, 
and ſtick at no manner of Debauchery, 
and yet boaſt, that they are Church of 
England Men; God knows, theſe are a 
Diſgrace to cur Church, and a great Scan- 
dal to Religion. Theſe are the Men that 
undermine the Church, and are drawing 
down Judgments on themſelves, and the 
whole Nation. And ſome of our high 
Clergymen will preach againſt Profaneneſs 
in the Pulpit, but allow it, and laugh at 
it in the Ale-houſe; and will rather re- 
proach and perſecute an honeſt Diſſenter, 
for truly ſerving God, than make Com- 
plaint of, or endeavour to.puniſh a profane 
Swearer, a Drunkard, or a debauched 
Wretch that blaſphemes the great God; we 
have good Laws againſt Profaneneſs, but 
not put in Execution; 'tis as the Prophet 
Hoſia faith, like People, like Prieſt. * I once 
(faith he) reproved a Miniſter for fitting 
in idle Company, bearing a deal - 

o- 
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* obſcene and wicked Talk; he anſwered, 
I am not to reprove ſuch Things out of the 
Pulpit. So carelefs and lukewarm in Re- 
* ligion (faith he) are many of them; they 
live looſe Lives themſelves, and grow 
3 © envious at thoſe, who ſerve God after a 
| more ſerious manner,  the' of their own 
-* Communion, and true Sons of the Church. 
Doubtleſs (ſaith he) it will be more tole- 
" rable for Dre and Siden in the Day of 
Judgment, than for ſuch Men; eſpecially 
* thoſe that perfecute and reproach the Ser- 
*yants of God; whofo offends one of theſe, 
better he were thrown into the Sea with 
* a Milſtone about his Neck. Good Lord, 
* in Mercy turn the Hearts of theſe blind 
Guides, (ſo he goes on) who call them- 
* ſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, but diſco- 
'* ver the contrary, by their Ambition and 
Pride, and ſeeking Revenge upon their 
poor diſſenting Brethren, rather promoting 
* Animoſities, than uſing Means for Peace. 
Another Time (faith he) I was in Com- 
"© pany at Dinner, where there were man 
that count themſelves of the high Church, 
and Abundance of Curſing and Swearing 
there was among them; and tho' there 
*: were ſome Clergy-men at Table, they 
*: ſhewed no Diſlike of it, nor gave one Word 
of * ge to the Swearers. I very 
much ſuſpe&, that ſuch Men are no Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, who can ſtand by, and 
hear their Maſter abuſed, and have norking 
* to ſay on his Behalf. Indeed of late (fair 
he) there is a Generation of young Clergy- 


men among us, who are proud, and ! y 
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and qd and ſitter to go to School, than 
to the Pulpit. ä 
Let none blame him for his Zeal in this 
Matter, ſince he himſelf knew, by ſad Ex- 
perience, what Influence the ill Examples 
of the Clergy have ou others; for he re- 


that above 20 Years 
ago, when he himſelf lived a careleſs Life, 
he fat up one Lord's-day Night, drinking 


till the next Morning, and two Clergymen 


were in Company with him all that Time; 
one that had preached that Day, and the 
other the Miniſter of the Pariſh; towards 
Morning, when they had drunk the Houſe 
dry, one of the Miniſters gave Money, to 
knock up another Houſe to get more 
Drink; when he came Home, his Wife 
asked him, how he could anſwer his miſ- 
ſpending the Evening of the Lord t- day ſo; he 
reply d, he had been with two Miniſters, ana 
he did but as they did. 

Then when he lived at large himſelf, he 
was very ſevere againſt the Diſſenters; but 
when he ſaw the Errors of his Ways, he 
was troubled for it, and became very mo- 
derate towards them; hearing them often 
reviled by thoſe, who themlelves led ill 
Lives, he ſer himſelf to enquire concerning 
them, acquainted himſelf with ſome of them, 
and lookd into their Books, and found 
they were not the Men, they were repreſent- 
ed to be, but Men worthy to be lov'd; and 


then, tho he continued in full and con- 
ſtant Communion with the Church to his 
dying Day, he was himſelf reproach'd as 
a Presbyterian; which very much confir- 
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med him in his good Opinion of them; 
* for (faith he) our high Church-men will! 
* ſcarce admit of one ſerious Chriſtian a- |3 
* mong us; for, if a Man begin to be 
© that Character, he is branded with the 
Title of a Presbyterian. Certainly they 
cannot do the Presbyterians a greater Kind- 
neſs, nor the Church of England a greater 
Diskindneſs. E 
It grieved him to hear ſome make ſuch 
Noiſe againſt thoſe, whom he knew to be 
good Chriſtians, calling them'Schiſmaticks, 
when they themſelves who made that Noiſe, ? 
he thought unfit for ſo great a Charge f 
Souls, by Reaſon of their Immoralities, ? 
theic ſmall Qualifications, or their envious. 
| unchriſtian, malicious Tempers ; he won. 7 
| dered how Men could make ſo light a Mat. 

ter of Souls, as by their unneceſſary Impc- 1 
ſitions, to force Men either to a ſinful Con- | 
liance, or (as they call it) a damnable Schifn. 
pon his reading the Conference at the 82. 

vey, between the Biſhops and the Miniſters, * 
commiſſioned by King Charles II. he told 
1 his Miniſter his Judgment was, that the 
Fault of our Diviſions lay at thoſe Biſhops 
1 Door, who had Power, and might have 
| .prevente&them. g 
He-pray'd often for the healing of -ou: 
Diviſions, and comforted himſelf with thoſe | 
Words of the learned Bp. Sril/ingfleer, * God 
* will one Day convince Men, that the U- 
nien of the Church, lies more in the Uni- 
-* ty of Faith and Affection, than in Uni- 
+ formity of doubtful. Rites and Ceremonies 
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XIV. His Hiritual improving commen Occure 


Ces. 
Some of the many occaſional gocd. 
houghts, which we meet with in his 
Papers, we ſhall ſer down. | 

November 1ſt, 1699. This, I underſtand, 
is my Birth-day ; i now enter upon my 
climacterical Year 63, a Year in whic 
it has been obſerved that many die; I 
have fcund in reading Lives, that Tertul- 
* lian, St. Bernard, Luther, Mclanffhon, Juſtus, 
Jonar, and many others, died in that Year 
of their Lives; Death is a Debt I owe, 
and muſt pay erelong, whenever the great 
God demands it; Lord, I am willing to 
* ſubmit to thy holy Will; do with me 
* what Thou pleaſeſt ; my Time is ſhox, my 
* Work is great, my Strength. is ſmall ; 
Lord, help me to improve that ſhort Mi- 
* nute of Time which yet remains. 

I have lately ſet my Houſe in Order, 
* and, I hope, have made an honeſt and e- 
* qual Diftribution of rhat worldly Eſtate, 
my good God hath given me, endeavour-- 
* ing in all Things to die with a good 
* Conſcience, which will be comfortable in 
* a dying Hour. 

* 1 have now paſt one Month of the 
* doubtful Year, and am ſo much nearer 
my End; Fendeavour to ſtand upon my 
Guard, and to watch, becauſe I am un- 
certain when my Lord cometh. 

At the latter End of the following Sum- 
mer, he writes; Now the Days begin to 


; ſhorten, m Emblem of my Eſtate ; my 
Days decline; Winter and Death are com- 
. WER. © ing. 


1 


( 


0 ing on ; Wiſe Men provide for both, 


* Moſt Men take care of their Bodies and | 
* earthly Concerns ; but moſt wiſe and happy 
is that Man, that takes due Care of his Sou), 
and his eternal Concerns; that in Health 
Prepares for Sickneſs and Death. 

At the Return of the Year he writes: ! 
have now out-liv'd the doubtful Year; | 
and I praiſe God, have meditated more of 
Death this Year than formerly; and, I | 


hope, ſhall continue to do ſo all the Days 


* of my Life. Death will come, and that 
* erelong ; the young may die, but the ld 
* muſt die. A Friend of mine, not Jong 
ſince, ſaid rejoicingly, now I have out- liyd 
my climaQerical Year, I hope 1 may lite 
a gret while; but he dy'd the Year fol- 
lowing: And I know Death hath the fame 
Power over me this Year, that he had the 
* laſt, only waits for a Commiſſion from 


him, in whoſe Hand are all Mens Lives; 


© Nay, I cannot aſſure my ſelf of one Day, | 
fo uncertain is Life, and the Day of the 
Lord comes, as a Thief in the Night; I 1 
* hope, I ſhall never live out of the Expe- - 
* ation of Death, while I continue on } 
Earth. Lord, help me to watch and pray, 
* my Glaſs is ſtill running, my Diſſolutioo | 
© draws near; but the Time is unccitain, i 
therefore I muſt wait the Lord's Leiſure, 
* whoſe Creature Iam, and to whom I o, 
all poſſible Obedience, his Time is the 
beſt Time. 2 | 
When he enter'd_ upon his 707 Year, be 
writes; I may very well expect Det 
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I And great Deca ys in my ſelf of Ine, To 


that the Time of my Diſſolution muſt of 
Neceſhty draw near; ſhould I our-live. 
this Year, and God ſhould add more Days 
and Years to my Life, I am ſenſible they 
would be but Labour and Sorrow, as Moſes - 
ſpeaks ; but I will refer all ro my merci- 
ul Father, and reſign 11 ſelf wholly to 
his Will and Pleaſure. It is high Time 
to beſtir my ſelf; for the Day is far ſpent, 
and the Night is coming, when I muſt. 
work no more. I am naw arrived near 
the End of my Journey. I have almoſt 
done with the World, and the World with 
me; H have hitherto. pafſed without any 
| fignal Troubles, and if now in che Cloſe of 
my Days, God gently lays his aiflicting Hand 
, upon me, I have no Reaſon to complain, 
but muſt own it is what I have deſerved, . 
and it is good for me, that I have been 
afflicted; no Man more miſerable than he 
that has no Adverfity. _- 
X * Such a Time there was great Cock- 
fight ing and Horſe-races about the:Town, 
but I ſaw none of them, having à mere 
| ſerious Concerm in Hand, to prepare for 
my great Change; what will all the Plea- 
. lures and Gains of this World avail us, 
. When we come to lie upon a Death-bed? 
When he had compleared his 702 Year. 
Lord (faith he) make me wiſe to Salvation; 
teach me ſo to number the few Minutes 
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of my Time that yet remain, that they 
may be ſpent to thy Glory, and the Bune- 
fit of my own immortal Soul. I have lived 
much longer my ever I expected; Lord, 

; as 


<> 


( 56) 
zs Thou haſt given me Length of. Days, 
with much Comfort and Contentment ; 
grant me the Joys and Comforts of thine 
x everlaſting Kingdom, for Chriſt's ſake. 3 
January 1ſt. Lord, as Thou haſt given 
© me Life and Health to enter upon a new 
* Year; fo, I pray Thee, give me a new 
Heart, renew a right Spirit within me; 
* order all my Aﬀettions according to thy 
Will, that I may love what Thou loveſf, 
* and hate what Thou hateſt; that I may 
* abominate all my old Sins, and may be- 
come 2 new Creature in Jeſus Chriſt; 
that I may ſpend the enſuing Year to thy 
" Glory and the Good of my own Soul; one 
Fear paſſeth away, and another comes, 
* and ſtill I am nearer the Time of my Dif- 
ſolytion ; as the old Year is expired, 
* Lord, grant that all my Sins may expires 
® as the new Year is begun, Lord, give me 
Da new Heart, and new and earneſt De- 
* ſires to perſevere in Godlineſs all the Days 

* of my Life. 

* Old Mr. Henry deſired, that if it were 
the Will of God, he might live no long- 
er than he was uſeful ; and my Deſire is, 
that I may not live ſo long as to be trouble- 

We ſome. | 
| Now Autumn is come; the Days grow 
* ſhorr, ſo doth my Life; it declines every 
Day, and is near expiring. It is the 
« greateſt Wiſdom in Time of Health and 
nv Strength, to prepare for Sickneſs and 
He Death; he that really doth ſo, his Buſi- 
| « neſs of dying is half done. A diſeaſed 
2 | pained 
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© pained Body:will unfit the Mind for holy. 
© Puties; therefore tis good to labour in 
Health, and make our Peace with God 
then Gray Hairs tell us, as the golden 
Leaves on the Trees in Autumn, that our 
Fall is near; and it is —_— dangerous 
e 
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© to defer our Repentance to the laſt : Ma- 
ny on their Death-bed are ſorely handled; 
ſome ſeized in their Heads, and render'd 
inſenſible; and how can the great Work 
be done then? but a virtuous Life never 
thought ill of Death: A good Conſcience 
and a well-grounded Hope of . Salvation, 
* will encourage a dying Man; yet good 
Men may be oppreſſed: with Doubrs and 
© Fears upon a Death-bed, and go-to Hea- 
* ven even by Hell Gares. 

One Year he writes; There is a great 
© Shew of a plentiful Crop this Year, which 
* yet, our God, if he pleaſeth, can deprive 
* us cf; The fameus Mr. Hooker (as I have 
read in his Life) when he was offer- 
* ed a Benefice in London, deſired rather. to 
* have a Country Parſonage,. where he 
might ſee the Bleſſings of God ſpring our 
* of the Earth. And a pleaſant Thing it 
is to ſee the Fruits of the Earth ſpring up, 
* grow, and a little Time come to Maturity. 
O that we may not ſet our Hearts too. much: - 
upon thoſe Things, fo as to negle& the 
main Buſineſs, | 

Another Year he writes; We have had 
" a plentiful Crop, and good Harveſt. Wea- 
* ther; what ſhall we render to the Lord 
fax his Mercies? Lord, with theſe, give 

D. 5. us 
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* us thy Grace, and Peace, and Truth, in © 
* our Days. | | 3 

He records an awakening Providence, 
which fell out to his great Grief; * This 
Day a dear Friend of mine was ſuddenly 
* kill'd by a Fall from his Horſe ; he was 
well, and dead in a Moment. O how wn 
* certain (faith he, on this Occaſion) is the 
Life of Man; Lord, imprint this upon 
: my Heart, that I may bear it in Mind 
* while I have a Day to live, and may watch 
* and pray, becauſe I know nor at what 
* Hour my Lord comes. O that I may 
from henceforward, be more diligent than 
* ever in making Preparation for Death, 
that whether it be natural or violent, 
* ſudden or ſlow, it may be happy. 

About the ſame Time, a young Man 
wickedly ſer himſelf to drink Brandy to 
chat Exceſs, that he died _ the Spot; * 
Self-murtherer : And another luſty young 
Man, ſuddenly fell down dead in his Ma- 
ſter's Shop, and never ſpoke a Word more; 
theſe three ſad Accidents happen'd in and 
about Nantwich, in leſs than three Weeks 
Time; on which he writes: © How fealihh 
< are they that ſer their Hearts upon this 
* World, which we are to look upon as an 
Enemy, that will flatter us with its Plea- 
© ſures, but will deceive us, will kiſs and 
* kill, We have heard of many that have 


© ſpent their Time very ill, yer at their 


Death, have had their Eyes open'd, and 
their Conſciences awaken'd; one crying 
out, Call Mme again! Another, Alas! My 


Lie is done, and my Work is undone! 7 5 
_ Tar, 


th, in bs 


dence, 
* This 
1e Was 
ow un: 
is the 
upon 
1 Mind 
watch 
t what 
I may 
nt than 
Death, 
violent, 


g Man 


ndy to 


pot; 2 
youny 
his Ma- 
more; 
in and 
Weeks 
foaliſh 
on this 
n as an 
its F lea- 
ciſs and 
at have 
at their 
d, and 
crying 
{las My 


1 Ano- 1 


the l, 


659 
© ther, O bat Cod would try my once again O 
that Men were of the ſame Mind now, 
that they will be of then! And do that 
* which they will wiſh they had done, When 
* it's too late! 

* Such a Time Mr. Bromfield preached ex- 

* cellently of Repentance, and the Danger 
* of delaying it; at the Funeral of a young. 
Man, firuck dead with Lightning in a 
Moment, in his full Strength. It was 
indeed a Thunder-clap for Warning to 
us all that are left behind, to watch al- 
ways; for who knows what a Day, what 
an Hour, what a Minute may bring 
forth. 

* Though Death doth not come ſuddenly - 
to al}, yet it comes unexpected ro many, 
and unwelcome to moſt: But as Arch- 
* Biſhop Ndetſen ſaitk of Mr. Gouge's ſudden - 
* Death; To him no Death could be ſud- 
den; becauſe the conftant Employment of 
* his Life, was the beſt Preparacion for 
Death; ſo that it was rather a Favour and 
I —— the more ſudden, the more 

eaſy. | 

' Such a Day, my Mother in Law died (in 
1708.) the only Perſon, ſave one, that has 
died in my Family of 36 Years; and 
now it has pleaſed God by Death to make 
a Breach in my Family, how it may pro- 
ceed, the only wiſe God knows, who doth + 
all Things well, to whom I humbly ſub- 
mit my ſelf, truſting in him, that he 
| will give me Strength and Patience, ro 
bear whatever he is pleaſed to inflict upon 
me, 
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me, living or dying, for he is my mercifut 
Father. | ſr 7 0 490 

O let me not loſe: one Moment of this 
precious Time, let me not waſt it in idle 
* Trifles and Folly; but employ every Mo- 
* ment of it in doing that Work, which 


© my Father hath ſent me to do; If I do 


this, my Time, how ſhort ſoever, will be 


8 long enough; but if I ſquander it away 


in doing nothing, or nothing to the Pur- 
* poſe, I ſhall find the Want of it, when 
* it is too late. 

As he thus improved the Occurrences of 


his own Time, ſo he delighted very much in 


readling Chu. cn-Hiſtory, eſpecially the Lives 
of good Men, both Ancients and Moderns, 
and made large Collections out of them: 


It is my Delight to read the Lives of good 


Men, and my earneſt Defire to imitate 
their good Examples; the Lord enable me 
ſo to do. . tin 0! 

He read with much Affection, the Lives 
of the Martyrs, admiring what they 
{ſuffered for their dear Lord and Maſter ; 
*- Methinks , (Gith he] I that have lived to 
* a ſufficient Age, (then near 62) ſhould 
* embrace a natural Death willingly, when 
ſo many, in the midſt of their Days, have 
with great Joy and Satisfaction, ſuffer'd 
*.crue} and violent Deaths, and have.declar'd, 
they would rather die than live: A well 
grounded Hope of Salvation will make 
„ Death-bed eaſy. He gathered many 
Things that were very helpful to him, out of 
Lite of. Mr, Philip Henry. 
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Having collefted — excellent Paſſa- 
ges out of Mr. Burghal's Book, called,” The 


perfett Way ro dic if Peace ; he adds, V Ikneu 


Mr. Bergbal of Acton very well; he was a 
©. ſerious godly Divine, was caſt out of his 
Living at Am on black Bartholomew Day 
* 1662. among a great Number of his pious 
+: Brethren all Exgland over, the more. was 
the Pity; I have heard him preach often, 
* once in Nantwich Church, a Soul-ſearch- 
ing Sermon, that did much affect me. 


XV. His Pere of retiring from the Harry 
of worldly Bafin c. | 
When he grew near 70 Years of Age, he 
grew very weary of the Hurry of the World, 
* It has been my Deſire (faith. he) ſevera] 
* Years, to deſiſt from Buſineſs, and retire 
into Privacy, that I might give my ſelf 
wholly to the great Work of . 1 for 
the World that is to come. I have often 
wiſhed, and am ſtill of the fame Mind, 
that I were in ſome private Place, where 
* I knew none, and none knew: me, provid- 
Ned it were a Place where Piety was pra- 
* Htiſed. I would fain make an End with 
the World, before Death thruſts me out 


* of it. 

He had deſigned it ſeveral Years before, 
but it was not till little more than a Year 
before his Death; that he removed from 
his Dwelling in the Country, into the Town 
of Nantwich, that he might be free from 
the Encumbrance of the- World, which he 
tound had been a Hindrance' to him in his 
Soul-Concerns, and that he might be near 


the. 
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the Church. He was ſenſible, the Town 
had more Temptations of anorhes kind, 
which had formerly been ſometimes too 
hard for him; but he put his Truſt in the 
Grace of God, to deliver him from them, | 
and armed himſelf with theſe Conſider $ 
tions; If I ſhonld now relapſe, and re- 
* turn with the Dog to his Vomit, how mi- 
* ſerable would my Condition be? I ſhould 
account my ſelf a Caſtaway, and undone 
* to all Eternity; and it had been better, 
* I had never known the Way of Righ- | 
teouſneſs; If any Man draw back, my Soul 
fall have no Pleaſure in him, The Backſlider 
* iu Heart ſhall be filed with his own Ways, I 
* muſt daily watch and pray, leſt I en- 
* ter into Temptation. And happy they, 
* whoſe laſt on, are-their beſt Days, and 
their /aſt good Works more than the ff. 

He reſervid but very little to maintain 
himfelf, but ſaid ;. © I have enough of this 
World, and as much as I deſire. And 
* now, I hope not to remove again, till I 
am removed by Death; which, I ſuppoſe, 
* will bein a very ſhort Time. Lord, thy 
* Will be done in all Things, whether Lite 
or Death. 

Some Time after his Removal intg the 
Town, be wrote thus; I praiſe the Lord, 
* find much Comfort and Satisfaction in my 
late Removal; Iam quit from a great deal of 
* worldly Care and Trouble, which I have 
been a long Time cumber'd with; Otten 
* (my Soul) ſince I am retired into Pri- 


* vacy, according to my Deſire, let me 


* ftrive and endeavour all that in me lies, 1 
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make the beſt Uſe of it; that I may more 
* and more contema the Things of this 
* vain World, and ſet my Affections on 
* Things above. 


Yer ſtill he found his true Reſt was not 
in this World ; All our Removes, while we 
are on this Side Canaan, are but from one 
Wilderneſs to another. It is in the future 
State, not in this, that there is a true and 
— Reſt, remaining for the People of 
God. 


XVI. His Advice tabs Grand- Chi laren. 

He dire&s one of his little Books to his 
three Grand-Daughters: My Bleſſing (faith: 
* he). I freely give you, and my earneſt 
* Prayers are to Almig ry God, that he will 
* beſtow his "Bleſſing and Grace upon you, 
that you may live holy and die happy; 
* this is the earneſt Deſire of your poor 
* aged Grand-Father. I am not capable to- 
* give you that Advice that I fain would ; 
however, I will do my beſt, and hope 
* you will all take Notice of it, and obferve 
it, when I lie rotting in the Duſt, 

* In the firſt Place, and above all Things, 
" ſerve the Lord in Spirit and in Truth; love 
bim with all your Heart; count all Things 
here below of no Value, in Compariſon of 
: God andChriſt; be careful to keep God's ho- 
; ly Laws and Commandments; be frequent in 
; Prayer,and hearing the Word. He that will 
| faſt the Love of God, muſt be no Stranger 
to Meditation and Prayer; and muſt not 
be cold or inconſtant in them; but dwell 
and walk above with God; he muſt te 


© Wholly 
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© wholly. addifted to improve. tha Talent 
*the is entruſted with. Ris. Deſign and 
Trade on Earth muſt be to. do all the 
© Good he can, and to _ his Soul clean 


.* from the Fleſh and worldlvy-Vanities, and 
to ſuch a Soul, God will make knows 


bis Love. Good Children, I entreat you 
again and again to ſeve God, and then he | 


wall bleſs you.; live. religious Lives, you 
will be. bappy here and hereafrer. Re. 


member your Creator in the Days cf 


as you ſow, ycu will be ſure to reap. Þ 


Think not to do ill, and 1.5pe well. I love Z 


both your Bodies and Souls, and wou 
have you do well for both, by living in 


the Fear of God. 
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5 your Vouth, for Godlineſs is great Gain, 
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Have a ſpecial Care of your. Reputation; 
* *tis better than precious Ointment, and 
rather / to- be chofen than great Riches; Þ 


remember the Verſe you learn'd, 


Thy Credit wary keep, it's quickly Love, 
By many Actions got, but loft by one. 


The Way to get and. keep a good. Name, 


is to live in the Fear of Cod; to be mo- 


deſt, and chaſt, and virtuous, which wi!l 


4 
7 pleaſe your God, rejoice your. Enends, 


and turn to your own. Comfort, I charge 


vou all, in the Name of God, ta tak: 


* heed of the Society of vain, locſe, young 
Fellows; Jet not ſuch come into your 


Company, nor ſcarce into your Sight, cr 


- 


Thoughts; but flee from them, as frem 
2 Lion. or a Bar. 
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Earneſtly implore divine Grace to guide, 
counſel, and eſtabliſh you; for without 
that we can do nothing. Remember God's 
Eye is ever and every where upon you. 
Endeavour to live in godly Families, dwell 
where God dwells, and be in ſuch Compa- 


ny, as yet hope to be with in Heaven; 


e 


then at Death, you will only change your 
Place, not your Company. As Death 
leaves us, Judgment will find us: Nothing 
flies ſo ſwiftly, as the Soul out of the Bo- 
dy. Eternity hangs on a Moment, for 
ſuch is our Life. Ask your Hearts every 
Night, what you have done this Day.;, be- 
cauſe any Night may be your haſt; work 
and pray, believe, repent, get Aſſurance 
of Heaven, and be. happy for ever. Earth- 
17 Comforts are ſhort-liv'd, Riches have 
ings, Beauty but Skin deep: All is but 
Vaniry. A frothy Wit and a; vicious Life 
will carry dire&ly to Atheiſm, which is 
the Maſter-miſchief of this Age. Thoughts 
are not free, nor Words kind, they will 
both judge us another Day. Get ready 
for Death, it's a great Word to ſay upon 
good Grounds, I dare die; redeem Time, 
tor how cutting will the Remembrance 
of good Hours ill fpent be! hd hs 
Be obedient, loving and dutiful to your 
Father, take his Advice in all your Con- 
cerns, both ſpiritual and temporal. O 


that you would all cf you be as great a 


Comfort ro your Father, as he has been 
to me. He is now above 40 Years of 


Age, and I can truly ſay, he never vex'd 


or griev'd me in all his Life, but 947 al- 
" WAY; 


(669 =_ 
1 . - thn | 
ways dutiful, loving, and obedicut to tm; 1 
muſt own it, that he hath been a great 
Aſſiſtance to me in my ſpiritual. Warfare: 
* Be ſure that you all Arive to rejoice-and 
comfort your Father's Heart, as he hath 
rejoiced and. comforred mine. | 
"As to your Mother, you had but little 
Knowledge of her; it pleas d God to tale 
her out of a troubleſome World, When 
you were but Infants; ſhe was a pious ⁵ 
modeſt, good Woman; I pray you AY 
may be like her, and that her Virtues may, 
by the Grace of God, be ſtamped upon 
all your Hearts; ſhe was a Pattern of Pie. 
ty and Patience; from a Child ſhe was diſ.- 
creet and ſerious, not in the leaſt given is 
* Pride or Vanity; in diſpoſing of her ſelf, 
* ſhe took the Advice of her pious and jud- 
cious Parents; ſhe was of à ſolid, ſerious 7 
© Diſpoſition, and mighty cautious what 
company ſhe entertained / or came into. 
* Good Children, as you tender your o 
Good, or expect the Bleſſing of God, and 
Comfort here, and eternal Happineſs her 
after, do not ſlight or deſpiſe the Advice 
or Counſel of a poor, dying Grand-fathier; 3 
tho'I yet live, it cannot be long, this be 
ing the 67th Year of my Age, therefore | 
am daily expecting and preparing for mf 
great Change, which you may obſerve, | { 
7 will take the Pains to read over the“ 
ollowing weak Meditations ;. and 35 [| 
' wrote them for my private Uſe, I defi 
the ay not be expos'd to the Scorn d 
ill People. | | 1 
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(67. 
Dear Children, I ſhall conclude my weak 
Advice, with ſome few profitable Texts of 
Scripture, Rem. VIII. 13. F ye live after the 
Eh, ye ſhall die: but if ye through the Spirit 
mort. 7 the Deeds of the Body, ye ſball live. eb. 
XIII. 16. To do Good, and to communicate, forget 
non Pal. L. 22. New confoder this, ye that for- 
get God, Deut XXXII. 29. O that they were 
wiſe, that they underſtood this, that they would 
conſider their latter End. 

Now the God of all Mercy, Power, and 
Love, bleſs. you all,, and keep you in his 
| 1 0 true Faith and Fear; in the Knowledge of 
£ Pie. God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, for ever- 


ras di- more. Amen. 
ven to 
er ſelf, i XVII. His Expe#ation of, and Preparation 
j ud- for D-ath. 
ſerious 1 This was indeed the chief Subje& of the 
What Papers he wrote; one might collect a little 
d. Volume of his ſerious Thoughts about 
Cr % Death, and the Paſſages he wrote referrin 
d, d to this. It was the Senſe he had of Deat 
's here 8 that put him upon all this 
Advice -oncern about his Scul, and he had th 
father; Comfort of it in his dying Hours. 
his be Sept. 6, 1698. lt is my ſerious Thought, 
efore | and my Heart's Deſire, to note down or. 
for m] Flt © compcſe ſomething in way of Preparation, 
rve, 1 for my approaching Diſſolution. I am now 
er t , above 68. my Head hoary, my Eyes dim, 
d 261 my Strength fails, the Chips fly off, and 
| deſire the Tree muſt fall: It is great Wiſdom in 
or d all to prepare for Death, eſpecially rhe 
1 aged; the young may, the old muſt die ; 
tis an unwelcome Meſſenger to moſt yo 
But 
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(68) 
But tis great Folly to ſtrive againſt ſuch a 
Stream, and negle& a Work that muſt be 
] done. Death is moſt certain; and nothing 
more neceſſary than a due caring for rhe 
Sou), and a ferious Preparation for the 
Hour of Death and the Day of Judgment, 
Which is my real Purpoſe. Good Lord, 
for thy Mercy's ſake, direct and aſſiſt me 
in this moſt great and neceſſary Work, by 
thy holy Spirit, that I ' may. perſevere in 
this my Duty, all the Days cf my Lite, 
till my Change come. 
To this End it is my Deſign, to colled 
ſome Texts of Scripture that treat of Death 


G A a - e w 0d 


gcod Men, and m own weak Sentiments 


Tniquity in my Heart, the Lord will not hear my 
Prayers: Caſt. me mot off in the Time of old Ago. 


Be mot far from me, O my God, make haſte 16 
help me. Now when I am Old and Gray headed, 


forſake me not. Mom have I in Heaven but 
thee. Job. XIV. 14. If: Man die, ſhall he live 
again, & c? Rev. XIII. 14. BI are thy 
Dead that die in the Lord, &c. Pſal. LXXXIN. 
43. What Man is be that lives, and ſpall not 
fee Death? Gen. III. 9. Daft thou art, and t 


Daft thou ſhalt return. Ifa. XE. 6. A Fleſh i 


Graſs. Jam. IV. 14. What is your Life, but a Vi- 
pour. Pſal. XXXIX. 5. Every Man at his bf 
Efate is unity. Matth. XXIV. 44. ach 


therefore. Few Days and full of Trouble, Lord, 


make me to know my End, Heb. IX. 27. Aste. 


: Daath, the Fudgment. Eccleſ. XII. 14. Gu 


ſhall bring every Work into Judgment, 2 Cor. V. 
10. 


and Judgment; alſo the Sayings of ſome 


adapted to my own Condition. FI regard 
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(69) 
10. We muſt all appear before the Judgment Seat 
of 3-4. © | 

It has been my earneſt Deſire and En- 
© deavour to leave Sin, before it leave me. 
© Who will not arm himſclf againſt an 
Enemy, that threatens every Hour? Our 
© Breath is in the Hand of God; we 
* may be well one Moment, and dead 
the next. Many have gone well to Bed, 
and been dead before Morning. The Time 
when, the -Place where, the Manner how, 
are all uncertain. Many are taken away, 
not only in the midſt of their Days, bur 
in the midſt of their Sins. It is my ear* 
neſt Deſire to make my Peace with God 
in Time of Health, that I may not have 
Oil to buy, when I ſhould burn it. It's 
dangerous deferring Repentance, that 
* makes a Death-bed unealy, and dying 
* Hours uncomfortable. 
Mr. George Herbert on his Death-bed ſaid, 
I am ſorry, I have nothing to preſent to 
* my merciful God, but Sin and Miſery : 
But the firſt is pardoned, and a few Hours 
* will puta Period to the latter. 
Ile that lives well, cannot die ill; but 
he that lives without Fear, ſhall die with- 
out Llepe ; he that hath no Grace in his 
* Life, can have no true Peace in his Death. 
The longeſt Day has its Night, and the 
* longeſt Life has its Death; that Man's 
' Soul is in no good Caſe, that's loth to 
think of dying. | 

* When Death calls, I believe, I ſhall be 
as willing to go, as Fleſh and Blood will 
' allow , for I am willing to part with e- 


very 


c 
0 
0 
c 
4 
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C7. - 
very Thing in this World. I deſire to 
* live in continual Expectation of Death; 
© for that will make a Man more careful to 
© ſerve God, and will make a pious Life 
the more pleaſant ; it will check inordi. 
nate Deſires of the World, and it is our 
© Saviour's expreſs Command, that we warch 


always. | 

: Tis a ſerious Thing to die; 'tisa Work 
by it ſelf. A dying Friend once ſaid to 
me, It's a hard Thing to die Twas the 
* Saying of one; if thy Youth has been 
faulty, tis a Comfort if thy Age be o- 
© therwiſe ; tis bad to be wicked, but worſe 
* to continue ſo. 

* What Thoughts haſt thou of thy dyin 
Hour, and thy departing Soul, it mu 
© *erelong be required of Thee; will Chriſt 
receive it? Haſt thou made ſure of that?? 
If not, thou haſt done nothing, but 2xt 
* undone to all Eternity! If Life be of ſuck 
© Value, as we think it is, what are our 
Souls worth? but we are earneſt in purſuing 
© Shadows, and let go the Subſtance; ve 
* buſic our ſelves about Trifles, and negled 
the moſt weighty Matters. | 

July 15th, 1700. I deſire, it may be my 
daily Practice while I live, and am capa- 3 
ble, to meditate ſomething of Death, and 
* of my dying Hours. Mr. B. in his Trea- 
tiſe of Self-denial, gives many Reaſons, why | 
we ſhould ſubmit to Death, and be willing | 
to die. Our Lives are not our own, but 
is that doth require them, and he is Lord 
of them. The greateſt Potentates muſt un- 
dergo the Stroke of Death: All Thin * 


(71) 
Heaven and Earth are at God's Diſpoſal : 
He gives and takes Life ar Pleaſure : How 
many Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes dic, to feed 
us! The beſt Saints have trodden this Path 
= before us: Our Lord Jeſus drunk of this 
AT bitter Cup, to conquer Death and unſting 
it for us: The beit may be afraid, bur 
cath puts an End to all 'their Fears; tis 
oy when it is over: We ſhould be willing 
io leave this wicked World, to go to the 
= glorious Society above. One would think 
"Er heſe Conſiderations-ſufficient, to make an 
hriſtian willing to part with Life freely. 
= And afterwards he writes; It is the 
1 — Wiſdom in Time of Health and 
Strength, to prepare for Sickneſs and 
Death.; he that really doth ſo, his dying 
Work is half done. I ought to do 
more eſpecially now: for my Parents 
both died before my Age; I had Three 
Brothers, and all dead. And this is -my 
climacterical Year. I deſire, that Thoughts 
of Death may fill me daily, that I may 
make it familiar to me. 
— Oneſaith; * O fooliſh Soul, I wiſh 
thou wert as covetous after Eternity, as 
thou art after a fading, .periſhing Life ; 
and after the bleſſed Preſence of God, as 
thou art for Continuance with Earth and 
Sin. Did we but love God, as ſtrongly as 
the Worldling doth his Wealth, or the 
ambitious Man his Honours, we ſhould 
not be ſo loth to leave the World, and 2 
to God. Turn thy Thoughts from t 
Vanities of this World, ſet thy ſelf to 
ſtudy Eternity, and buſie thy ſelf Tom 
dhe 


(72) 
the Life to come; labour to get you 
Hearts into Heaven, and doubtleſs you 
'Felves will follow after ſhortly. © - 

* T have here no abiding City, E 
me not ſet my Affections on the I hing 
* of this World; let me often conſider 
that this poor Body of mine, ſhall becom 
* as noiſom as the vileſt Carrion, muſt E 
* laid in the Earth, and become a Profil 
to Worms; but my Soul ſhall ſtill live vi 
; all Eternity. Death hath no Power ove 
4 
4 
6 
6 


* 


g 
| 
| 


that immortal Part; I praiſe the Lou 
and it doth rejoice my Heart, that I hav 
of late fallen into this Method, of con. 
> tha and meditating much on my latte 


= 
*I often ſee younger and ſtrong 
than I, go before me; yet it muſt be 9 
Lot 'crglang; Forbearance is no Acqu- 
tance; Death will not be Put off «il 
brid'd. , 15 4 1 1 
— * It is the greateſt Concetn of Li: 
* to Prepare for Death ; but alas! it is 9 
* much neglected by the moſt of Men, vai; 
put the evil Day far off, and promi 
themſelves long Life, when they know 1 
* What a Day may bring forth; they tl : 
will not remember Death, Death will 
E ſure to remember them; and they ti 4 


* 
__ 


c 
« 
6 

4 


pur off the Thoughts of Death, will c 6 
tainly be ſurprized at laſt, and ſeized u 4 
awares, to their everlaſting Amazemes Wal 
O deceirful Hopes! How many have 30 
deluded? And while you promiſe Ms 
old Age, you have cut them off in the! 
* Yourh: Then all the Treaſures, Pleaſun 
a 


6 


get yon nd Honours of the World will avail no- 


eſs you hing; then to have the Favour of God, 
n Intereſt in Chriſt, and a good Conſci- 
City, 1 cc, are the Things that will ſtand us 


ſtead, and make a Death-bed eaſie. 
conſide: Cod Lord, in Mercy help me, that I may 


becom ot only write theſe good Things in my 
muſt Kock, but may practiſe them. 

» a Piaf I doubt too many never think of 
111 uren ing, till cheir dying Day comes; and 
ver ot hen, what would they give to cſcape it? 


che Lon hen, what Promiſes of new Obedience, 
at I he hich yer prove abortive, like Pharaoh's? 
of con lany are like Seamen, they never ſeel 
od ior Help, as long as they are able to 
err icmiclves. O my Soul remember 
1 ſtrong ati, icmember that Eternity, which 
ft be cu my it begin to Day, or to Morrow, 
hut nevei end. | 
O.c ;aith: I muſt be at God's Diſ- 
ole, whether I will or no; there is no 
teſt for Souls, bur in the Will of God; 
| 5e is tf ur orn Wills have undone us, they have 
Hen, viola (ov crncd us, they arc our greateſt E- 
1 promil ems, our Diſcale, cur Priſon, our 


it off «a 
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know ne each, til they are brought over to the 
they th: 11 ft God; there is no true Peace or 
h will * elch, but in the Conformity of our 
they thi Vins te be W:llof Gd. 

will ce „ prepaic tor my great Change, is 
ſeized u Y chiet onen in this World; tis an 
mazemen tat Bu. a high Nature, it is 
have ju he Concern of my Soul, which is of 
mile Ma wre Value an all tne World. Mr. 
F in ther wer has many EXCcilent Sayings ſuited to 


preicut VarpoP:: * The Life of „an is 
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ſhort and fleeting ; our Days on Earth, few 


and uncertain; how careful then ſhould I 
be, to manage every Hour well? All the 
Time that is paſt, is irrecoverable, and the 
little that remains, flies apace: How 
quickly will it be gone, how ſuddenly 
may an unexpected Stroke of Death com- 
clude it? And this is all the Opportunit 

I have, of making my Peace with God, 
and preparing for an everlaſting World. 
I can have no Buſineſs of greater Moment, 
than to ſecure the Happineſs of my Soul 
in another World; what will all other 
Buſineſs ſignify in the End, if this be neg- 
lected? But how have I trifled away my 
precious Time in Sloth and Idleneſs, 
in fcoliſh Mirth and hurtful Company, 


in vain Thoughts and impertinent Dil- 


courſes?; Lord, make theſe Meditations 
effectual, to prevent my Loſs of Time 
tor the future, which, ſooner or later, 


will be eſteemed mages O how ſwift, 


hows ſhort is my Time of Trial, in order 
to Eternity? How difficult, how import- 
ant a Work 1s it, to prepare for an ever- 
laſting State? What is all this World, 
how little, what a meer nothing, to a de- 
parting Soul? And ſhall I continue to 
purſue Shadows, and pleaſe my ſelf with 
empty Dreams, being fo near my final 
Judgment. 
Let me therefore endeavour to impreſs 
the Conſideration of Death and Eternity, as 
at Hand, more deeply on my Heart; that 
1 may walk and live, may diſcourſe and 
pray, and demean my ſelf in.every Thing, 
* as 


AF 
== * Duſt thou art, and te D 


SD 


as near an unchangeable State! my Time 
is near an End, I muſt ſhortly take Death 
by the cold Hand, Lord, direct and aſſiſt 
me 1n this great Concern. | 
Remember this (O Man) that 
thou. ſhalt re- 
turn; this is a mourning Verſe, which God 


* 
4 
4 
c 


IF [imſclf delivered ro Adem; thou art but 
a Bubble, thy--Life as the 5 of a 


* Shadow; why doſt thou heap up Riches, 
O thou covetous Wretch, whenas this 


. Night thy Wealth may be taken from thee, 


* or thou from it! 
I praiſe God, the Thoughts of 


* Death are often in my Mind, and my 
great Change ſtill before mine Eyes; my 


Time is ſhort, my Days that remain are 
but few; yet I fear, I do not make that 
Preparation for Death that I ought. In me, 
that is, in my Fleſh there dwells no good _ 
Thing. To will is preſent, but how to 


perform that which is good, I know nor. 


I may well expect the Summons 
of Death every Day; the moſt earneſt 
* Buſineſs I can fer about, is to prepare for 
Nit, and in order to that, to conſider often 
how it will be with me, when I lie gaſp- 
ing and greoaning upon my Death-bed. 

Therefore I often think of Death, 


| becauſe it is my earneſt Deſire that when jr 
comes, it may not be terrible to me. 
Death hath Come Terror in it, therefore 

I would learn how not to fear it; the 


wy never to fear Death, is always to think 
of it. 
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To meditate on Mortality is neceſſary for 
all, eſpecially the aged; our Glaſs is al- 
ways running, and now almoſt run out; 
our Time always going, and now almcſt 
gone; we have one Fcot in the Grave; 
Leath ſtands daily over our Heads, ready 
to ſtrike; I ought therefore to ſay, this Day 
I ſtand at the Door of Eternity, becaute 
we die daily, ſtill think of thine Hour- 


* glaſs. 

J often think cf Death, but can- 
not live up to what thoſe Thoughts re- 
quire, as I would and ſhould ; nor perform 
my Duty to God with ſuch Life and 
Zeal. as I cught. O my Soul, think what 
* will all the World avail a dying Man! 


The Peace with God, and Peace of Con- 


* ſcience, are of more Value than all the 


* World. 

The learned Salmaſins ſaid upon his 
Peath-bed; © O.! I have loſt a World cf 
* Time; Time, that moſt precious Thing 
* in the World, whereof had I but one 
* Year more, it fhould be ſpent in David's 
* Pſalms, and Paul's Epiſtles: O Sirs! mind 
the World leſs, and God more. T he Fear 
*.of God is true Wiſdom. * 
>—-- © I fee or hear every Day of the 
Death of one or cther, younger than m 
ſelf, they go to the Grave before me; 
fuivive, but am in ExpeCtation: I know 
the Lot will fall on me whenever it pleaſ- 
eth God, I hope, I ihall with Mecknefs 
and Patience, ſubmit to the Will cf my 
heavenly Father, and frecly reſign my Scul 
to him that gave it. 
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—— One ſaith; To thee, O my Sa- 

viour, I commit my Soul; it is thy cwn 

by Redemption, thy own by Covenant, 

ſeal'd by wy thou haſt promiſed. 
a 


not to loſe it, promiſed Reſt to wear) 
Souls; Lord, I am not only weary of Sut- 
ſering, but weary of Sin, weary of the 
Fleth, weary of my Darkneſs, Dulneſs, 
Diſtance, weary of this wicked, blind, 
unrighteous World; and whither fhould 
I Jook for Reſt, but homewards to my 
heavenly Father. To Thee I am but a 
bruifed Reed, but Thou wilt not break 
me; I am but ſmoaking Flax, but Thou 
wilt nat quench what thy Grace has 
kindled. 
— O let me not be ſurprized and 
think it ſtrange, when Death ſeizeth me, 
and throws me upon a fick and dyin 
Bed; then ler me ſubmit to my Father's 
good Pleaſure, and reſign my felt up to 
him. I have fair Warning given me by 
the Death of others, Day after Day, 
Time atter Time, to prepare for my great 
Change; Lord, direct and aſſiſt me in 
this great Concern. I have here no abi- 
ding City, and therefore ſeck one to come; 
for how can I be in love with this World, 
which is fo vain, ſinful, and uncertain ? 
—— * Have not we ſeen and known 
ſome, that have been ſuddealy ftruck, 
ſound and fick, quick and dead, in the 
Space of one Hour and .leſs; how dare 
v'e then defer our Repentance? Death 
may ſeize us in our Delays, and deliver us 
up into Eternity. Lord, grant that every 
L 3 Pay. 
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* Day I may remember my laſt Day, may 


every Day take a Turn or two with Death, 


* 1o ſhall I be acquainted with its Fare, and 
* not feel its Sting. To truſt to a Death- 
bed Repentance, is a very high Affront to 
* Almighty God: What do thoſe make of 
* him; who think to live in Sin all their 
Days, and then expect Pardon when they [| 
can fin no longer! | 
Dr. Taylor faith ; * We complain our 
© Life is ſhort, yet we throw away much cf 
it; we want Company, ſeek out Arts to 
drive the Time away, and then weep, be- 
* cauſe the Time is gone tœo ſoon ; he that 
* defires to die well, muſt not live a ſoft, 


© voluptuous Lite. | 


An idle Man is never ready to die, 
and is glad of any Excuſe; a buſie Man 
* hath always ſomething unfiniſh'd, and is 
J ready for every Thing, but Death: But te- 
member, thou muſt carry no more cut of 
* the World, than thou broughteſt in ; there- 
fore be fatisfied with a little, thou mu? 


* be gone ſhortly, Eternity 1s always at 
Hand. Y, Y } 


I often reſolve to obſerve theſe 
good Inſtructions which I read and write, 
* but am tco often diſappointed, and taken 
off by worldly Buſineſs ; ſuch are my pre- 
ſent Concerns, being born to no Eſtate, 
that I muſt pay my Rent, and make ne- 
ceſſary Proviſion for my Family, and 
this will not be dcne without Care. and 
Pains in worldly Buſineſs; yet J count all 
Things here below but Dloſs and Dung, 
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* in Compariſon with God and Chriſt; there 
I deſire to ſet my Heart and Affection. 

One ſaich ; The raiſing up of the 

Soul to God, is indeed the greateſt Work, 
* but the mortifying of. the Fleſh, and de 

* nving Self, is ſurely the next to it; for 
* Selfithneſs 's the moſt treacherous, deceit- 
* ful Fnemy in the World, and of all Views, 
the hardeſt both to find out, and caſt out. 
* The World is ſo great with ſome Men, 
that God and everlaſting Life are as no- 
thing; they are ſo full of the Creature, 
x that they have no Room for the Creator; 
; ſo buße about Earth, that they have but 
little Time for Heaven. Lord, let my 
| Meditations of Death prove efieQual, to 
wean me from the World, and to make 
„ me live a holy Life, without which, my 
. meditating, ſpeaking, and writing cf 
; Death, will avail me little. Lord, work in 
me both to will and to do, of thy good 

pleaſure. 

- I am told, That if 7 be heartily con- 
cerucd about my Soul and Eternity, and carefully 
ſeek the Favour of God through Chriſt. If I ſtrive 
againſt Sin, make Conſcicnce of my Wards and 
Hays, and have Reſpe# to al God's Command- 


ments; I have Reaſon to hope, that natwith- 


Standing my aaily Infirmities, my ſpiritual State 
is good, I think, I can truly ſay, that I 


c: . . - ＋ 
neither love nor delight in any Sin, and 


* defire always to be found in the way of 


x my Duty; Lord, grant I may not deceive 
my Self. 


E 3 One 
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1 — One ſaith; It is my certain Duty, 

N to ſeek Heaven with all the Fervour cf 
my Soul, and Diligence of my Life: E. 
verlaſting Glory ſhould be preferred be. 
fore periſhing Vanity; J am fure, this 
World will ſhortly be nothing to me, and 
therefore it is next to nothing now. Ei- 
ther Joy or Miſery is near at Hand to eve. 
ry Man; this ſhould awaken us to cry, 
to ſearch, to Leg, to ſtrive, to watch, f 
ſparg no Care, cr Colt, or Labour, to make 
al) ſure in a Matter of ſuch Weight. This 
ſtould be done with Speed, with Zeal 
and Farneſtneſs, and a ful! Reſolution cf 
Soel, Who can ſtend dallying, as meſt 
Men do, at the Door of Eternity, when 
they believe their immortal Sculs muſt 
be there ſhortly ! 

* I canncr ſay, that J am prepared for 
Death as I ought ro te, but am endeavcur- 
ing it the beſt I can. I am ſenſible that 
my Time on Farth is ſhort and uncec— 
tain. Mr. Fox faith; Lou gray headed 
Sinners, againſt whem Death hath raiſed 
his Batteries; you have but a few Sands 
in your Glaſs, your departing Hour can- 
not be far off, your Candle is in the Sock- 
ct, and will be a ſtinking Snuff ſhortly, 
the next Blaſt the Houſe may fall. You 
that I:an on your Staves, and look through 
your Spectacles, you are juſt ready to en- 
ter into Eternity ; if you do not mind 
your great Work immediately, wo, wo 
be to you for ever! Poor Mortals, ſince 
you cannot prevent Death, make all the 


Preparation you can far it; for it is ”y 
gran 
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grand Buſineſs of your Life. Theſe good 
Sayings of Mr. Fox I often conſult, and 
am much affected with them; I take them 
to be ſpoken to my ſelf; for I am under 
thoſe Symptoms of old Age he.mentions ; 
On this Occaſion he writes theſe Verſes; 
which we will infert, tho' divers ſuch 


Pieces of his plain Poetry we have. o- 
mitted. 


:.. RQ Mc , ¾²— ,,,, 


My Had is gray, my Time is almiſt ſpent; 
Prepare for Death, O wicked Heart r:penr. 
When Death doth call away, then go I muſt, 
My Soul to God, my Body to the Duſt. 

Chriſt dy d for me, my Hope is fixed there; 

I hope in Mercy, yet I live in Kar. 

I fear my God, yet other Fears I have; 

Ive breke his Laws, why ſhould he-own and ſave 
A wicked One, that ſpent his Days in Sin, 
That knew his Mord, and what's contain'dtherein ? 
In Mercy pardon all I've done amiſs, 


Through Chriſt my Lord, my Happineſs and Bliſc. 


——* I am now. at the laſt Stage of my 
* Life; I may well expe& the Summons of 
Death every Day; my Time is even at 
an End; O let not me be one of. thoſe, 
that deſire to die the Death of the righ- 
teous, but will not live the Life of the 


my earneſt Endeavour to ſerve God, and 
pleale him, leſt Death ſhould come upon 
me, like a Thief in the Night, or 


* * * En - * * — 


« furprize me at Midnight, as the Bride- 


mt 
ww 


righteous ; but let it be my chief Care, 


groom did the ſleeping. Virgins that had no 
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Mr. Gouge ſaith, O Sinner, it had been 
better for thee never to have been born, 
than not to be born again; tis as neceſ- 
* ſary as Heaven and Happineſs. I beſeech 
Thee, for thy precious Scul's ſake, lic 
* up thy ſelf to work out thy Salvation. 
* This 1s excellent Advice, Lord, give me 
© Grace to take it. 

I will not for a few Mercy Hours, 
© hazard my eternal Safety; I deſire not to 
* flatter my ſelf, or think better of my 
State than it is; but would judge my 
* ſelf, that I may not be judged of the Lord; 
* for as old Mr. Henry us'd to ſay, when we 
* ſer our Sins before our Faces in Repentance 
© and Confeſſion, God caſts them behind 
* his Back in Pardon and Remiſſion; but 
* if we careleſly caſt them behind our 
1 God juſtly ſets them before his 
ace. 


© Whether we are ready or unrea- 
dy, Death will not ſtay ; tis the greateſt 
Change that can paſs upon us; it carries 
us from all preſent. Enjoyments, turns 
* the Body to Duſt, brings the Soul into 
* the Pieſence of God, removes us from 
* Time to Eternity; the Awfulneſs of the 
© Change, ſhould make us careful to get 
*:ready, and it's no eaſy Thing to prepare 
, * as we ſhould for Death. - The whole Tim: 
* of our Life, is not mote than ſuihcient; 
uwe have no Time to loſe or ſquander 
* way; we have many Sins to repent of, 
* many Graces to obtain; Temptations 10 
* reſiſt, Difticulties to break through, Du 
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removed, our Hearts purified, our N 
: refined, the Image of God im ref./d. — 
us, and all our Corruptions mortified. Strive 
to live much in a little Time. Live apace 
in this Senſe, diſpatch the great Buſineſs 
3 out = 417 This Paragraph he 
out of Mr. Calamy 
Death of Mr Sylveſter. en 
— Meditation of Death, hath be 
my frequent Practice many Years ;. but — 
Mr. Burghal ſaith) * it is but loſt Labour 
- unleſs that Meditation draw us to ſeri- 
ous G r for it. Biſhop Patrick 
ſaith 3 let it pleaſe my God, to ſtren ge» 
then me in. my holy Reſolutions, till E 
' arjive at his heavenly Court; O let his 
; Spirit breath upon me, and carry away my 
: —9 in holy Deſires towards him; let 
him guide my Courſe through this trou- 
l — _ on which I am toſs'd, and 
me ſafe to 
Roo barrio a quiet Haven of eternal 
— Death, and Preparation for it, F 
4 
; deſire to make the chief Subjects rub 
Meditation, according to my weak and 
mean Capacity. I hope, my merciful Fa- 
; ther will accept me, who knows. m 
f Frame, and remembers I am but Duff. 
A religious Life is certainly the happieſt 
Life we can live in this World; 'tis plea- 
ſant while we live, and comfortable when: 
we die, it makes a Death-bed eaſy. 
* God in his great Wiſdom hath 
left us allat Uncertainties, as to the Time 
at our Death, that we may be always on 
Sour 
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our Guard, and improve our Time. Let 
us frequently put this Queſtion to ou 
(elves, where mult I be for ever? I have 
lived ſo long, what have I done all this 
while? Do I find my ſelf better than! 
was fome Years ago? Am I more heaven- 
ly- minded? Do I prepare for another World 
before I am called out of this? 

Abcur two Months before he died, he be. 
gan to 1ead Monſieur Drelincourt's Conſo/ ation 
againſt the Fear of Death. I u purpole (ſaith 
he) to tranſcribe feveral Things out of it, 
* ſince it is a Book which treats much cf 
* Death ; for ſuch Books I have much ſtu— 
* died of late Years. The laſt Thing he 
wrote in his Book, and we ſuppoſe the Jaſt 
he ever wrote was, a Prayer proper for 
one dying, out of Drelincourt. 

June 1ſt, 1709. (which was about ten Days 
before he died) he thus wrote; It bath 
* been my Deſire theſe many Years, to pre- 
* pare for my Death; to that End' have uſed 
* my heſt Endeavours to make my Peace with 
© God; it is my great Comfort that I have 
© taken this Method for 8 or 10 Years, to be 
* always expetting Death's Approach. T heſc 
* Endeavours I have uſed with much Weak- 
* nefs and Imperfection, ſo that I may well 
* lay, I am but an unprofitable Servant; 
* If my Heart doth not much deceive me, 
*I defire to renounce all Things, and to 
* reſt only upon Chriſt; Lord, what need 
* have I cf thy Grace and Favour, and the 
* Afliſtance of thy holy Spirit; which | 
* humbly beg for the Sake of my bleſſed 
« Lord and Sayiour, 
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Almoſt every Page of his Books, hath 
ſome Paſſage or other concerning Death: 
Over his Chamber-door was written, Msmen- 
70 mori; many of thoſe Scriptures which 
ſpeak of Death, he got fairly written, and 
hung up in a Frame, with a Death's Head 
under them. 


XVIII. The Meditations and Prayers, which 
be prepared for the Uſe of his Death. bed. 

He began theſe about 1700, and continu- 
ed them at Times after. He called to his 
Son to rad them to him, a few Hours be- 
tore he died. 

*I am going the Way of all Fleſh, and 
find that Death is very near me; and I am 
now lanching into Eternity. What may 
be the Iſſue of this IIIneſs, God knows, 
who is only wiſe; I am often aſſaulted 
with Doubts and Fears, concerning the 
State of my precious Soul, which is my 
chicf Concern; yet, I hope, I ſhall never 
deſpair of the Mercies of God, for the 
are infinite, and the Sufferings of Chrift 
are merirorious ; here is my main Stay 
and Strength; here is the Hope of my 
Salvation. 
I humbly confeſs, to my Shame and Sor- 
row, that my Sins have been many and 
great; I cannot plead Innocency cf Life, 
no, nor juſtify the beſt of my Actions, 
but acknowledge my ſelf ſinful, and an 
« unprofitable Servant; O wretched Man 
that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this 
« Poly of Sin and Death! None but Chriſt, 
* none but Chriſt, | 

* My 


* 
* My only Hope and Comfort is, T have to 
do with a merciful God, who will abun. 


* dantly pardon all penitent Sinners; and a 
© bleſſed Saviour, who hath redeemed me 


with his precious Blood, and is now inter- 


* ceding with his Father in my Behalf: 0 
what a Comfort is this to a poor doubting 
Sinner. 

I will fay with Mr. Gearing; © O Lord, thy 
* Son hath offered Satisfaction, and Thou 
© haſt accepted ir; Thou, O my Saviour, 
* haſt laid down thy Life for mine: And 
* thy Father and -my Father is well pleaſed 
* with it; Blood is paid, Juſtice is fatisfied, 
© Heaven Doors are widen'd, thy Arms open 
© to receive me, nothing wanting but m 
* Heart; make it ſuch as Thou woulde 
* have it (good Lord,) then take it to thy 
* ſelf, I have ſinned againſt Mercy, but 
© not above Mercy; for Thou art a God of 
infinite Mercy to all that repent. 

Lord, I owe Thee a Death, O let it not 
Abe terrible, then take thy own Time 
What ſhall I ſay or do, to make my Peace 
* with God, whom I have ſo much offended; 
* Lord, I repent of all my Sins fiom the 
very Bottom of my Heart; I will with 
Sorrow and Shame confeſs them, and will 
* beg Pardon and Forgiveneſs of my merci- 
* ful Father; I will caſt my ſelf on the 
Rock Chriſt Jeſus, my only Saviour, who 
* laid down his Life to ſave my precious 
soul; bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chrift, the 
* ineſtimable Gift. Lord, increaſe my Faith, 
without which it is impoſſible to plesſe 
These. ALES. m 
; 7 


ave to 
abun» 
and 2 
ed me 
inter- 
If: 0 
ubting 


rd, thy 
| Thou 
aviour, 
: And 
pleaſed 
tisfied, 
is open 
ut m 

oulde 

to thy 
7, but 
God of 


t it not 
Time 
Peace 
ended; 
m the 
I with 
1d will 
merci- 
on the 
r, who 
recious 
1ſt, the 
7 Faith, 
plezic 


© Why 


* 


6870 
*Why ſhould I be loth to part fro T 
troubleſome World, or A- — — 
and enter into thoſe Joys which my bleſſed 
Saviour hath purchaſed for me; all this 
is for want of Aſſurance : Doubts and Fears 
are apt to ariſe; yet in Thee, O Lord, do I 
put my Truſt. I 
O merciful Lord God, whenever Thou. 
pleaſeſt ro caſt me upon my ſick Bed, and 
bring the bitter Pangs of Death upon me; 
then be with me, ſupport and comfort me 
in that Time of my Diſtreſs; ſtrengthen- 
me and help me, that I may have Power 
to reſiſt — Enemy, who may ſtrongly aſ- 
; ſault me when I am weakeſt ; O bring me 
through that great Trial with ſome Eaſe 
; and Comfort, and for thy Mercy's ſake, lay 
no more upon me than J am able to bear, 
for Thou knoweſt my Frame. When Thou 
requireſt my Soul, embrace it in the Arms 
of thy tender Mercy; let thy good Angels: 
; =_ it into its everlaſting Reſt, for Chriſt's. 
ake. | 
Lord, give me Wiſdom from aboy 
I may duly conſider the Shortneſs — — 
dcertainty of Life. Give me Grace to make 
Freparation for the Hour of Death, which 
Iime draws very near. It is my Reſolu- 
tion, by divine Aſſiſtance, to ſubmit to the 
Will and Pleaſure of my merciful Father; 
| it is the Lord, let him do what ſeemerh- 
| him good: If he lay his Hand heavy upon 
me, 1 confeſs, it is my Deſerts; if he be 
| favourable, it is his Mercy and Goodneſs; 
therefore I hope, I ſhall never repine at the 
Lord's Dealing, nor deſpair of his Mercies. 


When 
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When Pain, and Sickneſs, and Anguifh 
© beſer me on every Side, and Death ſeireth 
me, then let me call to mind the Suffering; 
* of my dear Saviour for mydSins, tho he com- 
* mitted no Sin; how his precious Body wi 
* torn, and his precious Blood ſpilt, yet he 
* patiently bore all with Submiſſion to his 
* Father's Will; and. ſhall not I a poor, fin. 
* ful, vile, wretched Creature, patiently 
* ſuffer whatever the cnly wiſe God pleafſeth 
to lay upon me? then let me call ro mind. 
* the Folly and Wickedneſs of my younger 
Days, even the Sins of my whole Lite. 
Sins bring all Miſeries upon us; I wil! bear 
the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſin- 
ned againſt him: Correct me, O Lord, but wit, 
Judgment, not in thy Anger, leſt thou bring m: 
* #9 nothing. I have deſerved thy hot Dil. 
© pleaſure, but Lord, in Judgment remember 
* Mercy, and comfort thy poor Servant in 
© Diſtreſs. 

Truly my Soul waits upon God, from 
him comes my. Salvation. Thy loving 
* Kindneſs is better than Life; Lord, help 
* me inthis Trouble, be merciful to me, for 
my Soul truſteth in the; in the Shadow 
! of thy, Wings will I make my Retuge, 

c. 

Have Mercy upen me, O God, according to thy 
loving Kinancſi, &c. Pſal. LI. 1, 2, 3. It is my 
greateſt Trouble, that J have ſinned againſt 
* ſo good a. God; yet this comforts me, 
that à troubled Spirit, a broken, contrite Heart, 
O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. Enter not int 


Judgment with thy Servant, O Lord, Remember 
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O Tord, thy tender Mercier. Turn thee unto me, 
and have Mercy upon me, Plal. XXV. 16, 17, 18. 


7 I 4, ws 8 


* When the Pains of Death ger hold of me; 
then, good Lord, give me Senſe to pray, 
and Patience to bear what thou layeſt upon 
me ; then be Thou with me, and comtort 
me for thy Mercies ſake. Prayer and Pa- 
tience are the beſt Remedies for a dying 
Man; then let thy Strength appear in my 
Weakneſs, and enable me to overcome all 
the Enemies of my Salvation. 

Let the Promiſes of the Goſpel be com- 


" fortable then to my diſtreſſed Soul: As that 
Joh. III 16, 17. 1 im. I 15. Lord, preſerve my 
Seul, for I detire to be holy, Pſal. LXXXVI. 


2 
4 


« 


« 
c 


„3, 4, 5, 6. © When the Pains of Death be- 
ler me, where then ſhall I ſeek for Help, 
Fate and Comfort, but with T hee, my Gcd? 
Then, good Lord, be Thou with me, ſup- 
port and comfort me, ſmile upon me, for 
thy Benignity is better than Lite. 

* Chriſt is the only Phyſician that can give 
Eaſc to a poor dying Sinner; remember me 


then, O Lord, with the Favour Thou 


Leareſt to thy choſen, viſit me with thy 
Salvation, * my ſick Bed I deſire to 
remember, Prov. III. 11, 12. Deſp:ſe not the 


Chaſkening of the Lord, neither faint. O let me 


have ſuch a perfect Subject ion to the Father 
ot Spirits, that this Chaſtiſement may be for 


my Profit, that I may be a Partaker of thy 


Holineſs. O Thou Captain of my Salva- 


don, who waſt made perfect through Suf- 


: fering, ſanctify to me all my Pains and Ter- 


rors, make me to bear them — 
and thankfully ; chaſten me as Thou ple : 
e 


* * 
R _a 


a G © „ 


Death, when it comes I have not a new 


Chriſt Jeſus, who is a merciful and faithf 
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eſt here; ſo that I may not be condemn d in 
the World to come. 

Our Afflictions, tho' ſometimes ſevere 
and painful, are but for # Mement, and they 
are nothing in compariſon ' with the 
Torments of Hell, which are eternal and 


| intolerable, cur God is gracious, and vil 
not always chide. 


If in Health I have made Preparation for 


Work to begin, but an old Work to renev 
Stay thy ſelf, O my Soul, upon the Rock 


* Prieſt, a ſweet Shepherd, his Rod ani 
* Staff ſhall comfort- thee. In the Agonie 
* of Death, caſt thy ſelf into the Arms 
thy bleſſed Saviour. If Satan aſſault thee 
by ſetting before thee the Greatneſs anc 
* Multitude of thy Sins, remember that 
* ſweer Place, Mic. VII. 18, Who is a God lit 
* unto. thee, pardoning Ini quity? And that J 
I. 18. Though your Sins have been as Scarlet 


they ſhall be white as Snow. 


Our of Dr. Andrew River's laſt Hours 
Lord, let not this Trial exceed my Strength 
O how light is this Chaſtiſement if com 
© par'd with my Fault! and this tempo 


* Pain, if compared with eternal Torments 


from which I am redeemed by him tht 
* poured out his Soul unto Death for mc 
Lord, let not thy good Spirit depart fc 

* me, that in this Conflict I may be more tha 
* a Conquerour. Lord, let nothing ſepara! 
* me from Thee, or cauſe me to doubt 0 
* thy Love and Favour. 
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*Lord, make my Pains tolerable, or fur- 

* niſh me with Fortitude to bear them, that I 

* may not offend with my Tongue. Cruci- 

* fy, O Lord, the old Man, that the Body 

* of Sin may be deſtroyed, and I may rite 
again to a New Life. | 

Help me to wait with Patience, till my 

* Change comes; continuethy wonted Mer- 

* cy to thy poor Servant. Make Thou my 

* Bed in my Diſtreſs and Miſery, that I faing 


| * not under thy Hand. 


J have caſt the Care of me, of mine, 

* of all my Affairs, upon God; let him do 
with my Body as pleaſeth him, ſo it be 
but well with my Soul; I lament not my 
* leaving the World. I have liv'd long e- 
* ncugh in it, have made Trial of it, and 
find it is all Vanity and Vexation cf Spirit. 
* To whom ſhall [ go for Help, O Lord ? 
In whom is my Hope, truly in Thee? I 
k deſire to depart, and to be with Chrift; it is 
enough, Lord, receive now my Soul. When 
I leave my Body to the Earth, I commit my 
Spirit into the Hands of God who gave it. 
I know this Tabernacle cannot be diſſolved 
without Pain: The Fleſh muſt ſuffer and 
fall; but it matters not, provided the Soul 
obtain new Strength, and I arrive at a bet- 
ter Place. Lord — me, and help 
my Infirmities; be not far from me in 
the Day of my Sorrow; ſay unto my Soul, 
: I am thy Salvation. Have pity on me, 0 
Cod, and deal gracioufly with me; let Death 
be my Paſlage to Life eternal; I hope the 
Combat will not continue long ; bring ro 
paſs, O Lord, that the End may 9 = 
OTR. 
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Work Receive my Soul to th ſelf 6 


Lord, I yield it into thy Hands, Tho 
haſt redeemed it, O God of Truth. The 
Lord ſhall perfect that which concerns li 
Glory, and my eternal Salvation, 


* I defire and hope, that I ſhall! ſubmit tal 


God's good Will and Pleaſure, and no 


with to live any longer; when God calls 


and my appointed Time is come, the 


wi» I call on the Lord, and ſay, I have 


waited for thy Salvation, leave me not. 


When my Heart fails, Lord, be Thou m 
Helper. Deliver my Scul from Hell, m 
Darling from the Power of the Lion. Le 
my Soul live, and it ſhall praiſe Thee. 
Lord looſe theſe Bands; how long Lord 
Jeſus, how long! Jeſus, thou Son of David 
have Mercy on me, and receive my Soul! 


O happy Day, when I ſhall depart out off. 


this ſinful World, and go to Heaven! Lord 
I feel my Strength failing me, this earth] 
Tabernacle; I am ready to depart, Breat 
fails, and Death appears ready to ſtrike th 


laſt Stroke; but I know I ſhall rife again 
to behold thy Glory. 
It is my Thoughts, that theſe poor Medi- 


tations may ke uſeful and comfortable to 


me, when Ilie upon my ſick and dying“ 


Bed; then I hope the Lord will in Mer 
cy remember me, and take Pity on me, and 
accept of me and my poor Services, thro 
Chriſt my. Saviour; Lord, if ir pleaſe 
Thee, grant me that Favour, that when I 
liea dying, I may have the Uſe of my 


* Reaſon. 
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ſelf 29 
% / his DEATH and BURIAL. 


2erns li 


IN theſe his Meditations of Death, and 
| Preparations for it, there appears ſome- 
ung extraordinary; and one cannot but 
ſu now to know, what was the End, the 
uit of ſuch a Converſation, and how he 


bmit te 
and no 
d calls 
e, the 


Ba = :i(h'd his Courſe at laſt; of which, take 
hou mu ſhort Account. 

el] _ On Friday Juns 10. 1709. he rode to Cheer- 
| » 


o, Where he had livd about 30 Years, 


mn. Te ked with his Son in the Gardens and Or- 


. ads; there he was taken with the Gripes, 
F avid Uiſtemper he had been affſicted with ſome 
y Soul . betore; but he rode near two Miles after, 
- out off sned to have given his old Miniſter at 
1! Lord a Viſit, but his Pain increaſing, 
earthly haſten'd home, had a bad Night: In the 
Breatherning when his Son came to him, he 
rike the; I am very bad, but I am willing to 
le again. having liv'd above the Age of Man; 
expreſſed his Hopes of Salvation through 

or Medi- Britt; be faid his Houſe was in order, and 
table tol hoped, his Soul alſo. He would by no 
d dying}*"s have any Phyſician ſent for, bur ſaid, 
in Mer *5 | ime tor him to leave the World, 
me, and II it did nct become him at that Age to 
es, thro' ? Phytician. About Noon on Saturday, 


t pleaſe N Fer ſu aded to take ſome Props to eaſe 
when I violent Pain, and had for a few Hours 
of my Laſe; but at Night his Pain return'd 
zn. On the Morning of the Lord's-Day, 

le 
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he ſpoke to his Wife and Son about his 


Burial, which he would have to be private, 
and ordered Matters, as if he had known that 
that muſt be his dying Day, as it proved, 
tho' they about him thought he might re- 


cover, or at leaſt have continued many 


Days, being of a ſtrong Bcdy; and conſider- 
ing his Age, of a healthy Conſtitution, and 
becauſe he bore his Pains with ſuh Patience, 
without Groan or Complaint; but when he 
was ask d how he did, he faid, worſe and worſe, 
I cannot live long in theſe Pains 

Ar Noon, being the Lord's-day, he deſired 
to be prayed for publickly, and called to 
his Son, to read to him the foregoing Me— 
ditations' of Death, which he did at ſeveral 
Times; and he ſaid, they refreſhed and 
comforted him ; and it was for ſuch a Time 
as this, that he had drawn them up; they 
were alſo very affecting to thoſe about him; 
he alſo repeated divers of them himſelf. 

He ſaid to his Son, I would not for all the 
World, that 1 had my Work of Preparation for 
Death to do now. About two a Clock, he 
called to his Son to pray by him; which 
he did; and at the Cloſe of his Prayer, added 

ſome of the Petitions, which the goed Man 
had prepared in his Book for ſuch a "Time. 
----He then bid him go to the publick Wor- 
ſhip, which he did, not thinking his Fa- 
ther's End had been ſo near as it prov'd. 
In about an Hour and an half, he returned 
and found a grear Change. His Voice was 
= and it appear'd, he was dying ; but 
e did not groan, or make any On 

$ 
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His Son kneeled down to ſpeak ſome com- 
ortable Words to him in his dying Con- 


fit ; to which he anſwered, 7 ſbal be wel 


br:ſently, and ſcarce ſpoke a Word more: 
The Miniſter of the Pariſh came in and 
nayed with him, and commended his Soul 
nto the Hands of the Almighty : He had 
uſt before put out his Hand to a Friend 
that came in to ſee him, by which it ap- 
reared he was ſenſible; but quickly after, 
rhile the Miniſter was with him, about ſix 
o the Clock, he breathed his laſt, Jane 12th, 


1709. 

| On Tueſday following, his Corps was car- 
ed on a mourning Carriage to Wibunbury, 
tended by a great Number of People. 
The Captain of his Company, who was 
Major of the Train-bands of the County, at- 
ended the Funeral with his Company, put 
he Drum in Mourning, march'd with their 
Arms, and gave him feveral Vollies of Shot 

over his Grave. 
Mr. Bromfield preached his Funeral-Sermon 
n the Text which he himſelf choſe, Pſal. 
CITI. 13, 14. Like as # Father pitics his Chil- 
ren, ſo the Lord pities them that fear him: for 
be knows our Frame, and remembers we are but 
Dy. The Reaſon he gives for chuſing that 
Text was, becauſe he had choſen that choice 
nd excellent Pſalm (as he calls it) for the 
dubje&t of his Morning Meditations for a 
great While; and uſually repeated it all to 
umſelf as ſoon as he awak'd, before he roſe : 
[And theſe Words particularly, he thought 
i:ry comfortable to a doubting, drooping 
doul. 
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Soul. He had himfelf drawn up Meditati- 
ons upon thoſe Words, to the Length of a 
Sermon. i | 

The Miniſter, in the Cloſe of his Diſ- 
courſe, ſpoke of him thus; A good Name 
hath this our deceaſed Brother left behind 
him; and a good Character do all thoſe de- 
ſerve, that are ſo diligent in the Diſcharge 
of their Duty, both to God and Man, as he 
was. He gave Proof of his Love to God, 
by his conſtant Reſort to his Houſe and 
Ordinances, his Affection to the Prayers of 
the Church, and devout joining in them ; 
his attentive hearing the Word read and 
preached, and his frequent and devour - 
communicating. And he kept a conſtant 
Courſe of religious Exerciſe in his Family ; 
a Thing too much neglected among us. I 
doubt not, but his Worſhiping cf Ged in 
ſecret, was daily and devour, agreeable to 
his Care of Family-Worſhip. He took great 
Care, that the Lord's-Day was kept holy, 
both by himſelf, and by his Family; and 
further evidenced his Love to God, by his 
bold and ready appearing againſt Profaneneſs 
and Immorality. 

He was a very uſeful Man in his Neigh- 
bourhood, being ready to do gocd to all, 
both rich and poor, according to his Ability 
aid Opportunity. He was very happy in the 
Love of his Neighbours, was active and 
ſucceſsful in the Lleſied Work of Peace- 
making among them; was juſt in his Deal- 
ings, a faithful Friend, a careful Father, and 


a very affectionate Liusband; in a W 
| s 


/ 
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kis Converſation ſhewed him to be a true: 
Lover of Virtue and Goodneſs, and a very 


ſerious Chriſtian. 


Upon his Death-bed he was patient, and 
wholly reſign'd to the Will of God, ina 
humble Hope of his Merey in Chriſt; andat 
his Departure, had the Prayers of his Mini-- 
ſter, by whom his Soul was commended into 
the Hands of the Almighty ; and into the. 
State of bleſſed Souls I queſtion not but 
that of our deceaſed Brother is receiv'd;; for, 
like as a Father pitierh his Children, ſo the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him; for he knows our 
Frame, and remembers we are but Duſt. 

He was generally lamented at his Death, 
as he had been wag any beloved and re- 
ſpeed by all that knew him while he liv'd. 
1 e Members of Parliament for the . 
and other Gentlemen of the firſt Rank, 
would viſit him at his Houſe. When the 
Troubles were in ireland, Col. Cook's Family. 
lodg'd at his Houſe for ſome Time, and al- 
_ after expreſs'd a great Kindneſs for him; 
and he retained a mighty Reſpe@ for that 
worthy Colonel, and his Family and Friends. 
He made ſome Verſes to be added to the In- 
ſcription on his Grave-ſtone, if his Son 
thought fir; bur this, ſaith he, or any other, 
ox none at all, I leave to your Diſcretion. 


Lieutenant Richard Illidge died June 12th, 
1709. aged 72. In his Life-time he had 
ſerved four Sovereigns, three Kings, and 
one Queen, as a Sub-Officer in the Militia of 


this County, for the Space of neat 5o Lears. 
| 'F | New. 
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454 8. yo Nai by Dear, uf 77 , 
Aud lies full low under + Stone: 
ow Tale he 7 and read, and zhes footy 
dr now, So Bal thou be, © 
_* Rotting in dark and flew De; 85 
Prepare for Death, for die hou mu, 
Lif. i is uncertain, Death, is ere; ; 
. Sin is the Wound, Chrif is the bre, 


M MENTO MORI. 


le was of a middle Stature, ſtrong lug 
well-ſet ; of à healthy Conflitorion, comely 
Viſage, inchlging to feed, which n,copely 
ſpare in his Dier, extitig Nees bur' at Dinner, 
When his Friends told him, that if he 
ſhould ſeave off world! Buſineſs, and retire 
into Privacy, he would find it a melancholy 
fort of Life: He anſwered! ©1 * 5 Go 
my Time never lies upon” m 
can cultivate the little Garde 
> Soul, when I have no other Bates anf 
„ 155 good Books N Compare oy, — 
with Shame and $ i 
look ck upon 1K 1 ſpent . an 7 Chad 
Nel Rods were Folly and U 
: my riper Years yere moſtly ſpent Moc: c 
* ig and caring, an a ſeeking after che 5 


© . fits and - Fleaſures of this Worlds, MM 
have too much negleQed the main 6, 


K my Duty to God; Lord, I repent; : 5 
0 


I believe, hel thou my Unbelief; free 
— ' from every. Weight, and ric Si x that d 
moſt caſily dent! me⸗ 


at 


